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Das Rundschreiben

Website: www.indianapolisgak.com

8602 S. Meridian St. ¢ Indianapolis, IN 46217 ¢ (317) 888-6940

The German American Klub cannot exists without members and volunteers.
Here is a summary of our membership from the past four years.

Please renew your membership today. You can do so by using the enclosed membership form, at the Klub
or on our website www.indianapolisGAK.com

Membership 2019 2018 2017 | 2016
Active 76 90 50 75
Senior 106 101 83 103
Life 7 2 2 1
Student 7 1 0 7
TOTAL 197 194 135 186
Renewals 110 106 95 110
New 87 88 40 76

News from GAK Ladies’ Auxiliary
THANK YOU Ladies' Auxiliary for another
wonderful Children's Christmas Party

The annual Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Christmas party
on Dec 1% was full of music, delicious food, storytell-
ing, cookie decorating and a visit from Santa

Claus. Special thanks to Victoria Rizzi of Cupcakes &
Confections for providing the cookies for decorating.
The auxiliary also collected food donations for Hunger
Inc. amounting to over 100 pounds of food.

*The ladies are now gearing up for the annual Garage
Sale on Saturday, March 7! Donations can be dropped
off Tuesday March 3— Friday March 6 after 4 pm.

News from the Edelweiss
Open Tuesday—Saturday 5-9 pm

Please check website and email blasts
for Edelweiss Dinner Specials and
Live Friday night music

*Long Time GAK Member Passes

John were married for over 68 years.

John Himmelheber passed away on December 16. John and
his wife, Darleen, were very active in the Klub for many
years participating in Oktoberfest, the dance group and
teaching dance lessons. Darleen is still with us and her and
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From the Cultural, Education, and Events Committee—the Winter Report:
2019 marked a banner year for activities at the GAK. We resurrected our traditional events of Jager-

fest and Karneval, hosted our second annual Friihlingsfest / Maibaumaufstellen and Zombie Oktoberfest,
and we were packed to the gills for our 45" annual Oktoberfest in September. We’ve also initiated our Cul-
tural Evenings seminar series in which local and guest speakers have been enlightening us on various ele-
ments of German American culture in Indiana, including the story of the Southside German Growers, Our
Sister City Program, German Architecture in the city, and holiday traditions brought to Indiana by way of our
German Immigrant ancestors. GAK strives to be the Social and Cultural Klub for all German Americans in the
Indianapolis area, and our program of events, seminars, menu items, and libations seeks to reflect that goal.

GAK has also gone out on the road for the first time in 2019, with our GAK Kloset and Karte pro-
grams. The stated goal of these programs is to raise funds for needed building and property renovations at
the Edelweiss. GAK Kloset is a German retail pop-up store established this year by Susan Losche. The GAK
Kloset sells German-related items that were donated, consigned, and newly purchased. It began at Friih-
lingfest and Maibaumaufstellen in April, and continued by setting up shop at GAK Oktoberfest, Lagers in
Lawrence, Garfield Park Oktoberfest, Volkstoberfest, and several Friday and Saturday evenings in the Edel-
weiss lobby. The popularity of the store gained interest from Carmel ChristkindImarkt. Four dirndl(s), a
coat, and an alpine hat were loaned to the actresses playing Hildegard, and the Kloset was the basis of our
sponsoring of the Hildegard stage for added exposure for the GAK. Due to popular demand, the GAK Kloset
will re-open on April 25, 2020 at the GAK Friihlingfest and Maibaumaufstellen. We have some new and ex-
citing items this year and thank you for your continued support! For donations and/or consignment, please
contact Susan Losche | susanindy@yahoo.com | 317.987.3099. Similarly, GAK Karte is our new pop-up food
service outlet. The concept was initiated by Merrill Simmerman at volunteer events in the past, but in 2019
Karte reached new levels by providing food service at Lagers in Lawrence and at the Garfield Park Oktober-
fest in September. We look for culturally appropriately-matched opportunities to raise funds and to out-
reach for new GAK members in 2020, and we’re always needing new volunteers to help make these new ac-
tivities a success. If you have an event that you’d like to include GAK Karte in, or would like to volunteer to
help us at scheduled events, please let CEE committee chair Travis Jerde know at tjjerde@iupui.edu, or 608-
770-5534. All told, GAK Kloset and GAK Karte raised over $4000 for Edelweiss renovations in 2019. There is
still more to be done, so please spread the word!
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GAK hosted an enormous Oktoberfest in 2019. Over 6000 attendees joined us in German Park the sec-
ond weekend in September for Indy’s only GERMAN Oktoberfest. The Indianapolis area has seen a spread of
“Oktoberfests” in recent years, but we continue to be the largest, the one with the best, most authentic Ger-
man food, German music, die Fleddermauschen Tanzgruppe leading the dancing, and official ceremonial tap-
pings by local German-American community leaders. For the first time, Oktoberfest 2019 was supported by
our new partner, Paulaner Brauerii, of Munich, Bavaria. Paulaner’s superb line of world class biers flowed
throughout the park, and their sponsorship helped defray the costs of entertainment, making this the most
profitable Oktoberfest we’ve had. We pay special attention to keeping our premier annual event as authentic
as we can, and you all seem to appreciate it! 2020 promises more of the same, so stay tuned to our webpage,
social media posts, and email blasts as it gets closer. And, make sure you sign up to volunteer. We need the
help, and this is YOUR Klub. We always love it when our members take part in the action.

GAK Kloset released its first ever Christmas ornament in 2019. This year’s version featured “Oh Tannenbaum”,
and it will be the first in the series of many, all featuring a German holiday custom that was brought to Indi-
ana by way of German immigrants. This will integrate with the December cultural evening seminar on the or-
naments theme. If you still need to purchase your 2019 Oh Tannenbaum ornament, contact Travis
(tijerde@iupui.edu), Susan (susanindy@yahoo.com), or visit the Edelweiss Restaurant.

Upcoming events/performances of the GAK World

Famous die Fledermauschen dance group For
more information please: Contact: Marie Lawlor
mlawlor63@yahoo.com (317) 501-4814

For Bookings please contact Rachel Spudic at rlspu-
dic@gmail.com or 317-306-1671

January 23rd: Multicultural evening at Jeremiah
Gray School

January 24th and 25th: Performing before the
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra at Hilbert Circle
Theatre Beethoven 2020 Celebration
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Upcoming Events, Spring 2020:

2020 promises to be our most engaging year yet! We have scheduled all your favorite major events again
this year, and we have new ideas for a summer wine festival, new seminars related to German-American his-
tory and culture, and a new, informative, Kulture Korner report. Stay up-to-date by visiting our website
often, (www.indianapolisgak.com) and following us on Facebook: @TGAKIndy and Twitter @GAKIndiana.
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25 January: Jagerfest 2020. The “Hunters” Dinner. GAK continues our popular winter tradition with tra-
ditional German dishes made with wild game, forest vegetables, and decadent dessert table. Venison Ko-
nigsberg Meatballs, Pheasant White Lasagne, Wild Boar Schweinebraten, Vegetarian Pfannpilz, ample appe-
tizer buffet, and more. GAK Edelweiss Ballroom. Tickets: $25 per person for members; $35 non-members.
$180 for a table of up to 8. Make reservations by calling (317) 888-6940 or visit us online:
www.indianapolisgak.com

22 February: Karneval. Come join us for an evening of fun as we load up in our pre-lenten party as they
do in Indy’s Sister City of KéIn along the Rhine River. Local microbreweries will be featuring their Kélsch-style
biers and other brew of their offering. Come dressed in your fun and humorous costumes and enjoy a Ger-
man-themed buffet, live music from Jay Fox, Comedy shows and more. Once again the authentic Krapfen
(jam-filled donuts) will be fresh on site. This bash will take place in the Turners Building across the Parking
Lot from the Edelweiss. Stay tuned to our website, Facebook page, and Email strings for more information as
Karneval 2020 gets closer.

24, 25 April: Friihlingsfest und Maibaumaufstellen. GAK will be opening the Edelweiss Biergarten
for the season with our annual spring festival that includes the time-honored raising of the Maibaum (May
pole). MashCraft Brewery will be tapping their traditional Maibock on Friday the 24" to match dinner spe-
cials and dancing. On Saturday the 25" of April, we have a spring plant sale, the second annual “Golden
Mettwurst Plate” Euchre Tournament, Spring Dance with live music provided by DysFUNKtion Brass Band,
the May Pole Dance, and the Raising of the Maibaum Ceremony (Maibaumaufstellen). This year, the Mai-
baum theme will feature the outstanding contributions of German Federation societies on the branches.
Special Spring German Food will be available all day. Admission is Free!

Stay tuned to our Summer Report for all the great activities scheduled for fall 2020, including Oktoberfest
2020: Indy’s GERMAN Oktoberfest!

If you would like to take part in organizing or volunteering for any GAK activities, have ideas for new or
improved activities, or would like to be a part of the CEE committee, let us know. We always appreciate
much-needed engagement from our members. Contact Travis at tjjerde@iupui.edu or 608-770-5534 to
take part.
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The German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 South Meridian St. Indianapolis, IN 46217
(317) 888-6940

2020 Membership Application (Expires Dec. 31, 2020)

CONew Membership [OMembership Renewal
Date:

To the Vice-President — Member Affairs:

I hereby apply for membership in the German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc., as designated below, and promise to observe the
rules and regulations of the Klub. | understand that membership entitles me to certain privileges as well as the assessment of dues
which are payable at the beginning of each calendar year. (Lifetime membership is exempt from annual dues.)

Full Name: DOB: (mm/dd)
Spouse’s Name: DOB: (mm/dd)
Address: City: St: Zip:
Primary Phone: Secondary Phone:

Email Address: (Please print clearly)

Send Newsletter by: [0 E-Mail O US Postal Service

Please indicate membership class applied for:

Class Initiation Dues Restrictions
O Lifetime (Individual or Family) $600.00 - 0- Age 21 orolder.
O Active (Individual or Family) -0- $60.00 Age 21 or older.
O Senior (Individual or Family) -0- $30.00 Age 65 or older. Spouse 60 or older.
O Student/Youth (Individual only) -0- S 6.00 Age 21 or/less. No voting rights and
O Additional Donation $ cannot hold office.

Please use this additional donation for the following purpose:
O Facility maintenance (eg. new carpet) [0 Edelweiss (eg. new kitchen equipment) 0  Other

O To be used at the discretion of the Board of Directors

Signed:

To pay by credit card, please provide the following:

Card type: Visa Mastercard American Express Discover

Account Number: Expiration / cvv

Signature of cardholder:

I (we) would like to volunteer to help in the following areas:

O Oktoberfest or other events O Facility Maintenance O GroundsMaintenance
O oOther
Comments:

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Application Received: Received By: Amount Received: Paid By:
Cash | Check | Charge | Other
Check #

Mailing Records Updated: Cards Delivered | Needs Cards Membership Records Updated:

By/Date: By/Date:




The German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 South Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46217

Forwarding Service Requested

German American Klub Membership Benefits:

Mark Your Calendars
Upcoming GAK
Events:

e Member Pricing on all food at the Edelweiss Res-

taurant, including our popular German Buffet
e FREE admission to Oktoberfest, Friihlingsfest,

Siidzfest, and select other events.

e Monthly Newsletter
e Rent GAK facilities for parties and get togethers
e Opportunities for cultural enrichment: Learn

_ . - January 25th: Jagerfest
about German Heritage, Ladies’ Auxiliary,
Tanzgruppen (German Dance Group), German FEbruary 22nd: Karneval

Language Class, Children’s Christmas Party, Pie Apr“ 24_25: Frijhlingsfest und

Auctions etc. .
. Maibaumaufstellen
¢ A wonderful place to volunteer and contribute to

enhancing the culture of your community.

e Live Music on Friday nights, buffet on Wednes-
days, Fantastic Bier Selection

e Relax on a warm evening at the Biergarten over-

looking beautiful German Park




