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News from the Edelweiss Restaurant

Edelweiss Carryout!!

A huge thank you to all of you who have supported the Edelweiss’ Friday/Saturday night car-
ryout service. It has been a great success and a great morale booster for the staff!
Edelweiss Gift Cards/Donations!!

What a response! Thank you to the many who purchased gift cards/made donations to the
Edelweiss/Klub during the early stages of the pandemic. We look forward to seeing all of you
and your gift cards once we reopen!

Edelweiss Update!!

During this time of quarantine, the Edelweiss staff has not been idle! The dining room has
received a makeover — tables cleaned/fixed, walls have been washed/stained. Baseboards
have been painted and the wind sills have been repaired/painted. We have also rearranged
the many objects on the restaurant walls. The kitchen staff has also been doing a thorough
cleaning of the kitchen/coolers/freezers/dry storage/grill and stove.

Edelweiss Re-opening/Wednesday Night Buffet!!

The Edelweiss is working on a plan to re-open the week of May 18. Please call the restaurant
(317-888-6940) to confirm open hours. Hours of operation will also be posted on Facebook
and weekly e-blasts. Please note that Wednesday night buffet may not resume until July.
Friday Night Music!! The Edelweiss’ Friday night music will continue to be on hold until
sometime in June.

Your Indianapolis German American Klub has not gone
idle during these past few weeks.

The restaurant has been deep cleaned and had some much needed
de-cluttering and reorganizing.

Volunteers have also been hard at work on the grounds around our Klub
building. We still need a small but dedicated group of volunteers to help
with up-keep of GAK building and maintaining the grounds. Light garden-

ing work such as: spreading mulch, planting flowers/plants, weeding,

watering on weekends, are some of the needed activities.
Please email Michele Meyer if interested. 73mimeyer@gmail.com




Cultural, Education, and Events Report, Mai 2020:

Happy Spring, GAK members. The current pandemic certainly has limited our ability to put on the types of
programs and events that we’d like to. We look forward to opening back up as a Klub later this year, and rest
assured we have a lineup of activities for you to take part in. We look forward to the 46™ Annual Oktoberfest,
to KulturAbends (Cultural evenings in the Klub), and some new fall ideas as the year progresses. We’ve got a
lot to do, but we’re looking forward to more great times!

Having to cancel our Frihlingsfest was a bummer. This relatively new event to the Klub has become a corner-
stone to our spring programming, and it features the Maibaumaufstellen: the raising of the maypole over the
Edelweiss Biergarten. We’ll be opening up the Biergarten in due time, and when we do, we’ll be hoisting our
baum in a smaller ceremony. This year the baum will feature our local health care workers, who have done a
fantastic job in our community during these difficult times. Our 2020 Maibaum will honor them, and will be
on display all summer.

Maitag in Germany holds many traditions, some of which go back centuries to ancient times. These include
the raising of the baum in a display of civic and municipal pride. They’re careful about their baums though:
because sometimes rival villages steal the baums if they’re not protected! Traditions also include the driving
away of winter spirits (or in some traditions, evil spirits) on walpurgisnacht, and dancing around lit fires to
mark the event. Another tradition piggybacks off the spring tradition of love, as May Day has been used to
reveal one’s love interest to another. In a twist on the Maibaum tradition, sometimes trees are given to the
family of the love interest.

On Maitag Friday, we were able to host our
first online virtual event. Our virtual Maitag
celebration was a lot of fun, as many of you
tuned in to our ZOOM meeting to take part.
We tapped and toasted to MashCraft Mai-
bock, our official bier of spring, to a great
discussion from Braumeister Andrew Cast-
ner. The Bier of Spring will be on tap in the
Edelweiss for growler fills all of May, so
come on in and get your fill up. Cultural

& Chair Travis discussed the historical signifi-

§ cance of Maitag in Germany, and we saw
videos of various types of Maibaums being
raised in Germany, and dances that cele-
brate the day. Cicerone Ron Smith awarded

Still shots from our virtual Maitag celebration, clockwise from top center: Cultural direc-
tor Travis leads us through the importance of Maitag in the Germanic “Wheel of the Ieg three of the Hoosier Braumeister win-

year”; MashCraft Braumeister Andrew leads discussion of the Maibock, the bier of
spring; Cicerone Ron Smith announces Hoosier Braumeister Leg 3 winners; Hoosier brew-
ers have a discussion in shared format; Wolfshiger Hexenbrut members dance for Wal- of their craft in a full virtua

| “room”. We
purgisnacht; Joel Melchor toasts the Maibock after discussing the Edelweiss carry-out . .
menu; GAK Kloset director Susan Losche discusses German clothing items; (Center) Video learned about Walpu rglsnaCht (the n Ight be-

shot of children performing a Maibaum ribbon dance in Northern Germany. fore May Day) and the festivities associated
with it, and Susan Losche led a discussion on
German clothing items and gave us an update on items available via the GAK Kloset for sale. Contact her for
more details. The whole activity was recorded, and is available on our Facebook page for viewing. We look
forward to more of these virtual events in the future, as we further modernize our activities.

ners, and the brewers had a great discussion
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Covid-19 Quarantine Coloring Page
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The GAK is working on
Re-scheduling Sudzfest
to Saturday June 20th.

Please watch your emails,
and website for updates

www.indianapolisGAK.com




