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GAK — Behind the Scenes!!

A lot has been happening at the restaurant and Klub during this quarantine. The dining room tables have
been cleaned/fixed and walls have been washed/stained. Baseboards have been painted and windowsills
have been repaired/painted. We have also rearranged the wall décor in the restaurant. The kitchen has
received a thorough cleaning including coolers/freezers/dry storage/grill and stove. A new outside freezer
door has been installed. The banquet room dance floor has been cleaned/varnished. Volunteers have been
working in the gardens weeding, mulching and planting flowers. Tables/chairs on the biergarten have been
cleaned/repaired and new lights have been installed on the pathway. Work will soon begin on a mural for
the biergarten by our own Erin Hiber.

There are several jobs still in need of completion. Our garage has several holes that allow little critters to
hang out. Looking for a volunteer or two to help seal up these holes. There is also a dead tree along the
pathway that needs to be cut down — keep the wood as a thank you!! The cuckoo clock in the stairwell needs
to be adjusted/secured to the wall and plague mounted. Please call the Klub or

email members@indianapolisgak.com if you would like to volunteer!!

News from the Edelweiss Restaurant

Edelweiss Carryout!!

A huge thank you to all of you who have supported the Edelweiss’ Friday/Saturday night carryout service.

It has been a great success and a great morale booster for the staff! Carry out will continue to be available.
Please call to place your order 317-888-6940.

Edelweiss Restaurant:

The Edelweiss is now open Wednesday—Saturday, 5:00-9:00 pm with indoor and outdoor seating at 50%
capacity. We will be offering a limited menu. Tuesday dining and full menu will resume in July. To dine in
the restaurant of biergarten, you must make a reservation — 317-888-6940.

Wednesday night buffet will return on Wednesday, June 17. Service will be buffeteria style—food served
cafeteria style with unlimited visits to the buffet.

Banquet Room for Rent!!

Book your belated graduation party at the German American Klub! We handle set up, tear down, food and
drink! All you need to do is show up and enjoy the day (and pay the bill)! The GAK is also a great place for
wedding receptions, anniversary parties and birthday parties. Dates available starting in July. Call 317-888-
6940 to book your next event!

Edelweiss Gift Cards/Donations!!

What a response! Thank you to the many who purchased gift cards/made donations to the Edelweiss/Klub
during the early stages of the pandemic. We look forward to seeing all of you back at the Klub and restau-
rant!
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We hope you enjoyed learning more about the history of our German Heritage
Now you have a local place to shop for Art, Housewares, Trachten, Books, Toys, and More
EXPRESS YOURSELF!

The Month of June, in German-Hoosier History:

As the number of Germans in Indiana grew in the late 1800s, so did the number of German-
language newspapers serving our immigrant population. By 1900, over 175 German-
language newspapers were published in Indiana as Germans became Indiana’s largest immi-
grant population. These newspapers were critical links to information for our German-
speaking forefathers and allowed them to maintain their cultural identities in a new world.
Unfortunately anti-immigrant sentiments associated with propaganda surrounding World
War | took its toll, and the language was banned.

On June 1* of 1918, the last of these important pub-
lications that served what would become the prede-
cessors of our GAK community, The Téglicher Tele-
graph und Tribline, fell permanently silent. If you’'d
like to have a look at some of these publications, the
Hoosier State Chronicles has digitized over 8,000 is-
sues of the Tribiine in their databases. https://

blog.newspapers.library.in.gov/indiana-tribune/




Biers of the Biergarten:

Like all seasons in the German Culture, “Sommerzeit” (Summer time) is associated with its own set
of festivities, foods, music, activities, and of course, biers. Sommerzeit in the Edelweiss Biergarten is no
different, and this summer we’ll be featuring three refreshing and classic German styles to celebrate the sea-
son: Helles lager, Pilsener, and weissbier. In fact, we’re planning a weekend feature each month of Som-
merzeit, and we’re starting in June with the Southern German Biergarten favorite, the Helles Lager. Come
join us the weekend of June 19" and 20™ as we toast this bright and malty style, with a discussion and spe-
cial selection. “Helles” or “Hell biers” are a traditional German pale lager, found primarily in areas of South-
ern Germany, particularly in and surrounding Munich Bavaria, Franconia, and Baden-Wirttemberg. In July
we’ll be highlighting pilsners, and in August, the weissbiers.

The German word hell is translated as "bright", reflecting the strikingly clean bright yellow color of
these biers. Helles lagers are full-bodied, but stop short of reaching “bock” status. They are sweet with low
bitterness, and less-pronounced hop flavor than pilsener beers more prominently featured across the rest of
Germany. The biers typically exhibit alcohol percentages between 5 and 6%. Helles lagers can also be re-
ferred to as "Spezial", "Landbier", or "Munich Lager”, and many of the most famous German Breweries’ flag-
ship biers are helles, including Spaten, Paulaner, Augustiner, Andechs, Lowenbrau, and Hofbrau.

A recent adaptation involving the Helles lager is called a Radler. This refreshing
bier cocktail has taken Southern German biergartens by storm in recent years, T
and involves a special tart lemon soda mixed with helles lager. The Edelweiss
biergarten offers authentic German radlers all summer long, and we think we
may be the only biergarten in Indy to offer it. So, come on out and try this re-

freshing treat with live music, and great food. Call for reservations. Keep an eye

on our emails, website, and facebook pages for details on all our sommerzeit ac- }_,ﬁ
tivities, including the June 19"-20" helles discussion and tastings that include /
new versions from some of Indy’s best local breweries! -

Maibaumaufstellen: June 19™: honoring our health
care worker members!

Even though we weren’t able to hoist our Maibaum
physically on Maitag this spring as is tradition, we still
plan on adorning our Biergarten with it over Som-
merzeit and the biergarten season. Our Facilities and
Maintenance guru, Joel Melcher, came up with a fan-

tastic idea: honor our health care heroes with the

branches of the Maibaum. You may recall that the -
If you work in health care, please contact GAK

Cultural Chair Travis Jerde (tjjerde@iu.edu) to be
part of a special program on the evening of June
19th on the Edelweiss Biergarten.

branches are honorary for industry or culture of a giv-
en baum’s community. This year, Joel noted that
there are no more worthy recipients for this honor
than our health care community.
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6™ ANNUAL Due to restrictions on the number
SOUT_H__SIDG of people at gatherings and open
._ i entertainment, we are having to
cancel Stidzfest this year. Mark
your calendars for next year’s
Sudzfest on Saturday
May 15, 2021!!

Please watch your emails, and
website for updates

www.indianapolisGAK.com




