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News from GAK Ladies’ Auxiliary 
March 7 Garage Sale!

Hopefully spring is right around the corner! 
And that means spring cleaning! Set those 
items aside for the ladies' auxiliary annual 
garage sale. Big items, small items – we 
take all except televisions.  You can drop off 
your donations Tuesday – Friday, March 3 – 
March 6 after 3 pm. Then stop by on March 
7 from 8 am to 3 pm and see what treas-
ures we have for sale. 

News from  the Edelweiss  
Open Tuesday—Saturday 5-9 pm 

Please check website and email 
blasts for Edelweiss  
Dinner Specials and  

Live Friday night music  

Since this is Lent, the Friday night dinner special for 
March will be Garlic Herb Tilapia with 2 sides, soup 
or salad for $14.95.  

Friday night music: 
March 6:  Steve Bogard 

March 13:  The Wilsons   
March 20:  Luke Carol Project 
March 27:  Mark Stansbury 

The GAK World Famous  

die Fledermäuschen dance group  

For more information please:  

Contact: Marie Lawlor   

mlawlor63@yahoo.com   

(317) 501-4814 

For Bookings please contact  

Rachel Spudic at  

rlspudic@gmail.com or 317-306-1671 

Break from practice until March 18th 

2020 GAK Karneval 

A special thanks to all GAK volunteers 

that organized and worked this fun 

event.  

http://www.indianapolisgak.com


 Volunteer Gardeners Needed 

Garden donations needed: 
Bags of Red Mulch 
Red/White Geraniums  
Red/White Inpatients 
Hanging Baskets— 
       Shade Flowers/ferns 
Hostas/Ferns 
Potting Soil  
Gnomes 

We need a small but dedicated group of volun-
teers to help keep the GAK grounds beautiful.  
Light gardening work such as:  spreading 
mulch, planting flowers/plants, weeding, wa-
tering on weekends.  We would like to plan an 
early spring clean around the GAK.   

Please email Michele Meyer if interested. 
73mlmeyer@gmail.com  

2020 GAK Frühlingfest 

Euchre Tournament 

Calling all Euchre Players, you do not 
need to be a member, nor have a 

partner to play 

April 25th:  12:00-4:00  Tournament begins 
at Noon, players please arrive 15 minutes 
early. 

Cost:  $10.00 per person entry fee.  Pro-
ceeds benefit the GAK cultural activities. 

Bier and Food:  Edelweiss Biergarten opens 
at noon 

Prizes! 

To Register:  Please visit 

www.indianapolisGAK.com/kards-at-the-

klub 

STARKBIERZEIT: It’s the Lenten season again, and that means it is doppelbock time across Germany, 

and in your Klub! Translated as “strong beer time” in English, Starkbierzeit corresponds traditionally 

to the time around the Christian season of Lent. The strong lager of the German doppelbock is the 

centerpiece of Starkbierzeit, and its rich, malty, warming flavor blends perfectly with this time of 

year. The Paulaner monks developed the modern doppelbock style, and the Brewery they founded 

(Paulaner) still makes one of the world’s best—one that we have on tap in the Edelweiss all season. 

The monks used their concoction to sustain them during the harsh Lenten fasts, in which solid food 

had been prohibited for the Piety, but liquids were allowed. The rich doppelbock provided a much 

denser source of calories and more nutrients than other biers. The monks called their product 

“Salvator”, or “The Savior” to recognize the sustaining qualities of the product, and to honor the one 

who inspired it. It is the perfect velvety complement to rich winter foods, a warm fire, and a great 

book, but it is also the perfect complement to a hearty 

meal and great friends at the Edelweiss Restaurant at 

your Klub, and your Klub has several outstanding au-

thentic doppelbocks in bottles to complement and en-

hance the season. 

Extra strong lagers, the bock beer, are the brandy, cognac, 

and port equivalents of the beer world. They are capable of 

Armagnac status on the tongue.” 

Garret Oliver 



Spring 2020 KulturAbend Series 

Your GAK has put together a spring KulturAbend (Cultural Evening) series that is centered upon your 

German immigrant ancestors. In March, we start by looking to mid-1800s Europe and looking at the 

reasons our ancestors left to come to the US, and ultimately Indiana. Then in April, we’ll look at the 

social, religious, and cultural organizations that they formed when they got to the Indy area. Finally 

in May, the Indiana Palatines Genealogy organization will be in the Edelweiss to show us resources 

on how we find our ancestral roots, names, locations, and histories. 

Tuesday, March 10th: Have you ever wondered why your ancestors came to the USA in the mid-

1800s? Most of Indiana’s German immigration occurred in the decade of the 1850s, in the aftermath 

of the infamous “Revolutions” of 1848. During this decade, 1.5 million Germans immigrated to the 

USA, and many ended up in Indiana and are known as the “Forty-Eighters”. GAK member and histo-

rian David Jackson has been studying the events in Europe that led up to this mass emigration as his 

primary research interest for his academic career. On March 10th at 7:30 PM, he will present his 

seminar:  “The Germany the ‘Forty-Eighters’ Left Behind: Roots of Mid-Nineteenth Century German 

Emigration”.  Dinner opens at 5:00, with a dinner special of Jägerschnitzel or Jägerpilz 

(vegetarian mushrooms in jäger sauce), plus the regular menu will be available. 

Wednesday, April 8th: Your Klub is part of the “Federation” of German Societies. While we are a rel-

ative newcomer, the Federation itself dates back to the late 1800s. At its peak, the Federation actu-

ally had 32 member societies within it, focusing on everything from food and drink to exercise clubs 

to emergency resources to arts and crafts, to music, to business concerns. And, the “Federation” is 

only ONE group of German societies that formed here, as our immigrant ancestors built their lives as 

German Americans, while trying to maintain their culture. In April, we have a joint meeting with the 

Indiana German Heritage Society, and we’ll be discussing the Federation and more, and how these 

groups shaped the culture of Central Indiana, and why many of them drifted away.  

As usual, the presentation will begin at 7:30, and a great, traditional Wednesday German 

Buffet will open at 5:00. 



Tuesday, May 12th: One of the most common requests our Cultural, Education, and Events com-

mittee gets is to have something about Genealogy. Many of you have expressed interest in tracing 

your ancestry back to Germany, but as you may imagine, this takes a certain expertise and re-

sources. Kent Robinson of the Indiana Palatines will be your Klub on May 12th to discuss the Pala-

tines Genealogy organization at a basic level, and show us how to get started in our genealogy 

quests. Save the date! 

24, 25 April: Frühlingsfest und Maibaumaufstellen. Your Klub 

will be opening the Edelweiss Biergarten for the season with our 

annual spring festival that includes the time-honored raising of 

the Maibaum (May pole). On Friday evening, April 24th, Braumeis-

ter Andrew Castner of MashCraft Brewery will be tapping their 

traditional Maibock to kick off the festivities. Polka Bob will be on 

hand, and we’ll have a spring-inspired dinner menu in the Edelweiss.  Then on Saturday the 25th of 

April, we’ll be starting up at noon with a spring plant sale, the second annual “Golden Mettwurst 

Plate” Euchre Tournament, Spring Dance with live music provided by DysFUNKtion Brass Band, the 

May Pole Dance, and culminated by the Raising of the Maibaum Ceremony (Maibaumaufstellen). 

This year, the Maibaum theme will feature the outstanding contributions of German Federation so-

cieties on the branches. Special Spring German Food will be available all day. Admission is Free! 

This is YOUR klub! If you would like to take part in organizing or volunteering for any GAK 
activities, have ideas for new or improved activities, or would like to be a part of the CEE 
committee, let us know. We always appreciate much-needed engagement from our mem-
bers. Contact Travis at tjjerde@iupui.edu or 608-770-5534 to take part. 

mailto:tjjerde@iupui.edu
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2020 Membership Application (Expires Dec. 31, 2020) 

New Membership  Membership Renewal 

 To the Vice-President – Member Affairs: 

Date:_ 

I hereby apply for membership in the German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc., as designated below, and promise to observe the 

rules and regulations of the Klub. I understand that membership entitles me to certain privileges as well as the assessment of dues 

which are payable at the beginning of each calendar year. (Lifetime membership is exempt from annual dues.) 

Full Name: DOB: (mm/dd)  

Spouse’s Name: DOB: (mm/dd) 

Address:_ City: St: Zip: 

Primary Phone: Secondary Phone: 

Email Address: (Please print clearly) 
Send Newsletter by:    E-Mail  US Postal Service 

Please indicate membership class applied for: 

 Additional Donation $_  

Please use this additional donation for the following purpose: 

 Facility maintenance (eg. new carpet)  Edelweiss (eg. new kitchen equipment)  Other 

 To be used at the discretion of the Board of Directors 

  Signed:_  
To pay by credit card, please provide the following: 
Card type:  ____ Visa ____ Mastercard  ____ American Express ____ Discover 

Account Number:______________________________________________ Expiration  ____/____ CVV______________ 

Signature of cardholder:_____________________________________________________________ 

I (we) would like to volunteer to help in the following areas: 

 Oktoberfest  or other events  Facility Maintenance  Grounds Maintenance 

 Other   

Comments:  __________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 
Date Application Received: Received By:  Amount Received: Paid By: 

Cash  |  Check  |  Charge  |  Other 
Check #________________ 

Mailing Records Updated: 
By/Date:      

Cards Delivered  | Needs Cards Membership Records Updated: 
By/Date:   

Class Initiation Dues Restrictions 

 Lifetime (Individual or Family) $600.00 - 0- Age 21 or older. 

 Active (Individual or Family) - 0 - $60.00 Age 21 or older. 

 Senior (Individual or Family) - 0 - $30.00 Age 65 or older. Spouse 60 or older. 

 Student/Youth (Individual only) - 0 - $ 6.00 Age 21 or less. No voting rights and 

cannot hold office. 

 



The German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc. 
8602 South Meridian Street 
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Forwarding Service Requested 

Mark Your Calendars  
Upcoming GAK Events:  

 

March 3-6:  Drop off items for 
Garage Sale  
March 7th:  Ladies Auxiliary 
Garage Sale 
March 10, April 8th:  Culture 
Nights  
March 17th,  Ladies Aux. 
meeting, GAK Board Meeting 
April 24-25: Frühlingsfest und 
Maibaumaufstellen 

Frühlingsfest and Maibaumaufstellen;    
Friday April 24th and Saturday April 25th. 

 

January and February may be gloomy, but Spring 

is right around the corner. Save the date for the 

3rd annual spring festival and raising of the May-

pole over the Edelweiss Biergarten. We’ll again 

have our Euchre tournament, a spring plant sale, 

spring-inspired menu, and the lineup of biers 

sponsored by MashCraft Brewing, featuring the 

Official tapping of the Bier of Spring: MashCraft 

Maibock.  More details to come next month, so 

stay tuned! 




