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News from the Edelweiss

Whole Strudels available for purchase at the Edelweiss!

Purchase a whole strudel for the holidays for $15.00. Easily services 5- 6 people. Selection in-
cludes: Cherry, Apple Walnut and Peach. Please place you order 24 hours before you desired pick
up date.

Edelweiss/GAK Holiday Hours:

Christmas: closed Thursday/Friday/Saturday, December 24, 25 and 26. Will reopen on
Wednesday, December 30

New Year’s: Thursday, December 31 — New Year’s Eve buffet. Closed Friday/Saturday,
January 1 and 2

Edelweiss will be back to our regular schedule on Wednesday, January 6

Note: This schedule is subject to change with the Covid-19 mandates.

Saturday, December 12: TGAK Christmas Buffeteria!

Join us on Saturday, December 12 for The Edelweiss annual Christmas Buffeteria! Buffeteria --
$16.95 per person and opens at 5:00. Of course, the full menu will also be available. Due to lim-
ited seating, reservations are required. GAK Kloset will be set up at the Klub this evening for
your Christmas shopping needs.

Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Christmas - Cancelled!
Due to Covid-19 restrictions on gatherings, the annual Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Christmas Party
will not take place this year.

GAK Collecting Donations for Hunger Inc.!

During this pandemic, the need for food donations is even greater. As part of the Children’s Christ-
mas Party, the Ladies Auxiliary collects food for Hunger Inc. Hunger Inc. distributes food at no cost
to residents of Perry Township and Beech Grove. With no Christmas party this year, Hunger Inc.
will not have our donations to help those in need during the holiday season. The Edelweiss/GAK
will have donation boxes set up in the lobby and restaurant. When you come into dine, please bring
a can good or two, some mac and cheese, canned meat or peanut butter and jelly. Last year the
ladies auxiliary donated over 100 pounds of food! Let’s top that donation this year!

Edelweiss Restaurant Gift Cards Available!




Looking for a place to hold your
holiday gathering or 2021 Event?

Book your gathering at the German
American Klub! We handle set up,
tear down, food and drink! All you
need to do is show up and enjoy the
day (and pay the bill)) The GAK is
also a great place for wedding recep-
tions, anniversary parties and birth-
day parties. Call 317--888-6940 for
more information/ date availability.

Biers on Tap

Warsteiner Pilsner
Warsteiner Dunkel
Paulaner Hefeweizen

Spaten Oktoberfest

Erin Huber the GAK’s resident artist and server is working on
a beautiful mural for our Biergarten. Come and watch her
progress. She also touched up the murals down in German
Park. We are lucky to have such a dedicated and talented

part of our Indiana German American Klub family

Gift Cards Available on-line and at the
Edelweiss

www.indianapolisGAK.com

Surprise someone this holiday with a
gift of German Comfort Food

Coloring Contest:

Win a free dessert or pretzel at the Edelweiss. Color the attached page, write
your name and age on front, email address or phone number on back of page.
There will be three prize categories. Adult 17-101, Child 0-7, Child 8-16

Mail or drop off the colored page at the Edelweiss. Coloring pages will be dis-
played and the winners chosen on December 16.




Mussknacker: & German holiday tradition takes hold in America
Trawis J. Jerde, PhD,
GAK Cuftwral Chalr, ond Docenty/Cultural Ambassodar—Cormel! Christhkinalmarkt

Of the countless cultural contributions that Germans have mads to aur modern American culture,
perhzps the most beloved invaolve the Winter Holiday traditions we celebrate. Inde=d, the Midwest
Winter Holiday season is in many ways a reincarnation and a conglomeration of holiday traditions
brought here from across various Germanic lands. Due to remnants of Puritan-driven suspicion of
Christmas holiday traditions as “too pagan”, the American Holiday landscape was quite barren well into
the mid-1300=_ Zur German immigrant ancestors brought with them their distinctively central Eurocpean
Holiday traditions to fill this cultural void. From our Tannenbaums to Advent wreaths, from decadent
bakery treasures to rich winter roasts and libations, and from elaborate hanging décor to our treasured
rusical cargls, the Holidays in the Midwest are German-American culture, at its best.

Ornstely designed nutcrackers represent s notable
addition to German holiday décor. | am sure that
wig have all s2en nutcrackers displayed in holiday
settings, and there is no shortzge of character
nutcrackers avsilable to purchasze in stares. Taday,
nutcrackers can range from as low a5 520 in
discount stores for low-2nd products, sll the way
up to artisan-carved originals costing literally
thousands of dollars. We've alzo come to know
and lowe Pyotr llyich Tchaikowsky's masterpiscs
ballet, which is tightly bound to this time of year.
Giwven this, and Tchaikowsky's Russian nationality,
one might assume nutcrackers come from Russian
arigins. In actuality, the nutcrackers of

Tchaikowsky's boyhood home in Bussia came from
Germsan origins years befare. In fact, the ballet was
bazed on the story written by ET.A Hoffmann, ariginally from Konigsberg, and characters of the ballat,

The nuboracker dances with Clorg dn “The Nutonooker” ballet

are namead Fritz, Uncle Drozselmeyer, and Dr. and Mrz. 5tahlbaum. Certainly, the Germam origins of the
stary shime through in the script. Let’s have a look into the history of this treasured part of the holiday

landscape.

History of Nutcrackers

Evidence of decorative nutcrackers adorming German homes dates hack tg the mid-1200s. One of the
earliest literary references involving German-sourced nutcrackers was menticnad in The Conterbury
Tales (¢ 1378). A popular but unsubstantiated origin story of nutcrackers in Germany is that a nut farmer
wianting to improve his productivity. Growing frustrated by the slow process of shelling nuts, he offered
a2 reward for a solution. According to this legend, a local puppet maker won the prize with his lever-
mouthed dolls. Early designs were aften in the shapes of animals, spirits, and people. By the late 1600z
ar earky 17005, Germian nutcrackers took on the personas of the kings, soldiers, palicemen, ar musicians.



The Erzgebirge Region

An entire folklore surrounding
nutcrackers developed in the
Erzgebirge, 8 mountainous
minimg region of Eastern
Germany. Here, nutcrackers
wiare given as keepsakes to
bring good luck and protect
homes from evil Winter
spirits—such spirits had besn
part of Erzgebirze forest
folklore for centuries. COwer

time, the nutcrackers took on 3 2 2 5 e
different culturzl role as the 5 {

P

palitical climate of central The Erzgebirge Region, extending Sowthwest from Dresden, along the Czech border
Europe changed. The region

wias ance 3 thriving silver mining commumity, but as mining production begzan to slow and the mines
began to rum aut, 3 dire situation faced the families that lived in the region. As the mines died out, the
cottage and craft industry of the area grew, but =0 did the elements of political awareness of the
peasantry 2nd craftsman classes. Rather than abandoning the area to find jobs in the cities, the villagers
of the region carved out a niche of excellence in the art= and crafts industry, and wntil this day ars
knowen throughout the world 25 2 home ta fine guality German crafismanship in furniture, czbinetry,
gnd the arts. Thiz includes being the unofficial “World's headquarters”™ for Mutcrackers. At this time in
Late-Modern “Age of Revolutions" Europe, many artisans crafted their nutcrackers after unpopular kings
ar religious figures, taking apportumity to exprass their own social commentaries throwugh the designs of
their nutcrackers. The wooden design of thess reviled figures reduced them to the position of working-
class crackers of nuts, rather tham posseszing any power over their owners. it was out of this climate
that Hoffman's *The Nutcracker and the King of Mice" was published in 1216, and then later,
Tchaikovsky's composition of the Nutcracker ballet, which debuted in 51. Petersburg in 1852,

Nutcrockers come to the USA

With the rising popularity of the ballet into the 20" century, 50 too did the tradition of nutcracker
collecting expand throughout Eurgpe during the last century. While some nutcracker collections came to
the US4 in the late 1800s with our immigrant families, the tradition exploded in the US4 beginning in
the 1950= az many Gls stationed in cities in Germany visited Christkindlmarkts. High guality nutcrackesrs
are g staple of holiday collectables festured at Germany's fabled markets, and today they are sold
throughout the world, including in the WSA. Due to the close relstionship between the City of Carmel, IN
gnd the Erzgebirge town of Seiffen, Saxony, the Indiznapoliz-area’s Christkindimarkt features authentic
Erzgebirge-made collectables, an site. In fact, the Steinbach Company has an annual booth zelling their
nutorackers and other merchandise through the entire run of the Carmel Christkindlmarkt.



The Steinbach Fomily

The world's most prominent maker of nutcrackers is the Steinbach Company, still located in the
Erzg=birge town of Marizenberg. The history the Steinbach family can be dated to the Kingdom of Austriz
a5 far back as Erwin V. Steinbach, 3 famous architect, and designer and builder of tha Dome of
Strazbourgin 1284, In the years following the Beformation, the Steinbach family converted to the
Evangelisch faith (Lutheranism), which meant they faced fierce religious persecution in the heavily
Catholic Southern lands. Thizs forced 2 Northward move for the family, and they were drawn to the silver
mines of the Erzgebirge. Members of the family never gave up the trade of woodworking, howewer, and
when the minas dried up, the Steinbach family was well-suited to enter the rapidly developing
craftsmanship of the region. Today, the Steinbach name is synonymous with World-class craftsmanship
and guazlity. Top shelf Steinbach nussknackers can go for thousands of dollars, but very high-guality
options exist az low as the $200-200 range as well.

Nussknocker collecting

In zddition to Steinbach,
suthentic Erzgebirge
nutcracker makers include
the companies of Kurt Adler,
Leiffener Volksgunst, and
Christian Ulericht. Modern
tradition often includes
buying your nutcracker King
first, and this iz still
considered in some circles to
b= 3 “good luck” charm.
Fallawing the King and
CQueen, the next members

purchzsed for the set are My mutcrockers: the king it o Steinbach origingl, and my collection includes o Stainbach quard
traditionzlly the "guards®. along with two Kurt Adlers, ond an Uibrickt.

Thes= are nutcrackers holding

swords, spears, or some other such weaponry in defense of the king and queen. Following that, various
athers can join the set, often with culturzl or personal interest to the family. I the family is keen on
baking, then = baker nutcracker is added; or, i playing music is a big part of the family’s life, a musician
of some sort is customary. It is wvery common for 2 child’s parents, close sunt or uncle, or godparents to
begin the collection with the purchass of 2 person’s first king to begin the collaction. If you are looking
for that “hard to buy for” gift within 2 German American family, consider starting the tradition in that
house today. [t's something you c2n build as the years gb by.

Nutcrackers are this year’s holiday ornament theme.

Special 2020 Nutcracker Ornaments are available at the Klub
for only $15.00.




The German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 South Meridian 5t Indianapolis, IN 46217
(317) BER-6240
2021 Membership Application (Expires Dec. 31, 2021)

ONew Membership COMembership Renewal

Date:

To the Vice-Fresident = Member Affairs:

| hereby apply for membership in the German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc., as designated below, and promise to observe the
rubes and regulations of the Klub. | understand that membership entitles me to certain privileges as well as the assessment of dues
which are payable at the beginning of each calendar year. |Lifetime membership is exempt from annual dues.)

Full Name: DOB: (mm/dd)

Spouse’s Name: DOB: (mmy/dd)
Address: City: Stz Zip:
Primary Phone: Secondary Phone:

Email Address: [Please print clearly)

Send Newsletterby: [0 E-Mail O usPostal Service

Please indicate membership class applied for:

Class Initiation Dues Restrictions

O Lifetime (Individual or Family) S600.00 -0 Age 21 or older.
O Active (individual or Family) -0~ 46000 Age 21 or older.
O senior (Individual or Family) -0- 530.00 Age b5 or older. Spouse 60 or older.
O student/Youth (Individual only) -0- 5 6.00 Age 21 or less. Mo voting rights and
O Additional Donation % cannot hold office.

Please use this additional donation for the following purpose:

O Facility maintenance |eg. paving) O Edelweiss (eg. kitchen equipment) O Other

O Tobeused at the discretion of the Board of Directors

Signed:

To pay by credit card, please provide the following:
Card type: Visa Mastercard American Express Discowver

Account Number: Expiration ! a Tl

Signature of cardholder:

I {we) would like to volunteer to help in the following areas:
O Oktoberfest or other events O Facility Maintenance O GroundsMaintenance
O other

Comments:

FOR OFFICE USE OMLY

Dt Application Recshed: Recenved By: Ampunt Reresned: Paid By:
Cash | Check | Charge | Other
Check il

Mailing Records Updated: Cards Delivered | Needs Cards Membership Records Updated:
By/Duate: By Deate:
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Name: Age:

Please write email or phone number on back of page

(D




The German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 South Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46217

Forwarding Service Requested

THE GAK KLOSET

The first time we met Madeline was at the
12th Annual GermanFest held at the Athenaeum.
Madeline had her heart set on saving
her money so she can return and buy that
“American Girl Doll with the Freckles!”
After some planning, Grandma Linda planned a
very special day for a very special girl,
memories were made and

Madeline got that doll with the freckles!

Find that special gift for your loved ones

Saturday, December 12 | 5:00 — 10:00 PM
in the Edelweiss Bangquet Hall




