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News from the Edelweiss

Friday Night Music at the Edelweiss!!

Due to limited seating in the Edelweiss and distancing requirements for live en-
tertainment, Friday night music is still on hold. The hope is for an early spring so
we can open the biergarten and resume Friday night music on the biergar-

ten. Our Friday night musicians are ready to start playing again! Watch your
email and Facebook for updates!

Whole Strudels available for purchase at the Edelweiss!

Purchase a whole strudel for the holidays for $15.00. Easily services 5- 6 peo-
ple. Selection includes: Cherry, Apple Walnut and Peach. Please place you order
24 hours before you desired pick up date.

Have a Special Event Coming Up?

Looking to reschedule that COVID cancelled event or a 2021 event, book your
party at the German American Klub. The GAK is a great place for graduation par-
ties, wedding receptions, anniversary parties, birthday parties or any special
event. We handle set up, tear down, food and drink! All you need to do is show
up and enjoy the day (and pay the bill)! We do have dates available in May thru
December. Call 317-888-6940 to make an appointment to book your next event!
Carryout always available at the Edelweiss!

The Edelweiss’ entire menu is available for carryout! Just call the Edelweiss at
317-888-6940 to place your order. You can pick up your order in the restaurant
or the biergarten — just let us know when you place your order!

Gift Cards Available on-line and at the
Edelweiss

Biers on Tap

Warsteiner Pilsner

Warsteiner Dunkel www.indianapolisGAK.com

Hofbrauhaus Hefeweizen

Spaten Optimator Surprise someone this holiday with a
Wine Slushies’

Coming Soon!

gift of German Comfort Food




Oktoberfest Update

Planning is underway for Oktoberfest.

The dates are:

Thursday, September 9, 4 to 10 pm

Friday, September 10, 4 to 11 pm

Saturday, September 11,4 to 11 pm

This year’s Oktoberfest will include an updated
layout including a huge, covered tent with ta-
bles/chairs on the north side of the pavilion
with the north bier trailer facing east instead
of west!

Saturday, April 24 — Ladies Auxiliary
Annual Garage Sale!

Finish your COVID cleaning or start your
spring cleaning! Set those items aside for

the annual garage sale — big items, small — g
items — we take all but televisions. Due to G b\iA =
the pandemic, the annual Ladies Auxiliary
Garage Sales moved from March to April
24. Doors open at 8:00 am! Donations
drop off is Tuesday-Friday, April 20 - 23
after 3 pm. Proceeds from the garage sale

help fund our annual children’s Christmas
party and Klub expenses.

II The GAK Kloset
Upcoming Events/Shopping Opportunities

EVENT DATES
April30 Maibaum
May 1 Maibaum
June 12 Sudzfest

Sept. 9-11 OKTOBERFEST
Oct. 2 Garfield Park

As a Reminder, we accept monetary/
merchandise donations and/or consignments
with all proceeds benefiting the German
American Klub’s building maintenance and
facility needs. Stay healthy and safe, we look
forward to seeing you again very soon!




Join us on the Edelweiss Biergarten for Maitag
Weekend.
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We won’t be able to host our typical Frahlingsfest this
year as part of our Maitag Weekend, but we’re still
committed to opening the biergarten for the season in
style. Come join us for Maitag Weekend at GAK.

This is a LIMITED seating, reservations-required
weekend on the Edelweiss Biergarten. For the 4th
year in a row, we'll be featuring the official Bier of
Spring, MashCraft Maibock. The official tapping will |

be Friday, April 30th, and we’ll be entertained by the Maitag Weekend
Liederkranz Brass Band. On Maitag Saturday we'll 20 Aiil — 1 Mai
kick off the program with our 4th Maibaumaufstellen, il i
the raising of the Maibaum, a time-honored tradition
opening the biergarten for spring. We'll be hosting
DysFunktion Brass and their unique blend of tradi-
tional German and modern street jazz styles, includ-
ing the Maibaum march!

--Physical spacing and
masks will be required--

Both nights will have live music, Maibock, Helles la- Make your reservations
ger, and our normal bier menu, and a special spring- today!

inspired menu featuring schwenkbraten and our spe- (317) 888-6940.

cial spring spargel (Asparagus). Other menu items

include chicken schnitzel, mushroom strudel, and the

GAK house made Kartoffelpuffer (potato pancakes).

SUDZFEST: June 12th

Nothing is more German than partaking in a region’s own locally-
50UTHSID@ brewed biers, with local pride. The GAK is an Indy Southside Icon,
L- .

and Siidzfest is our annual southside brewers’ tasting.

(The pun: Siid = “south”, but also the double meaning of “suds” on a bier)

Breweries: Mashcraft, Planetary Brewing,
_ Garfield Brewery, 4th TBA
%/.,4 7 cp Wine: Buck Creek Winery
Food: Bratwurst/Knackwurst/Vegetarian Bratwurst,
German Potato Salad,
Sauerkraut, Pretzels, and Strudels
Bands: Ride that Train, Pushing Daisy’s




Spargelzeit: Why Germans go crazy over this seasonal spring vegetable
Travis J. Jerde, Cultural Chair, GAK

Germans are quite possibly the most “seasonal” people on the planet. This is true for those living in
German lands, as well as us, their descendants in German-America. So many of the fraditions that we
practice are based upon the turning of seasons, and the turning of Earth’s wheel to Spring, or Frihlings,
is no exception. From the “Easter” Hare, to colored eggs hanging on trees, to brightly-colored flowers
everywhere, the German influence upon Spring traditions in the American Midwest is no less prominent in
Springtime than any other time of the year, even Christmastime.

Just as apples and squashes usher in the Autumn culinary
flavors, Germans brought with one of their most prized Spring culinary
delicacies when they populated the Midwest in the late 1900s: The
Spargel, or Asparagus. In fact, our ancestors gave this harvest season its
own name — Spargelzeif, or “Asparagus Time". Today, Asparagus has
escaped the farms of the German settlers and can be seen growing up
on roadsides, open fields, and even on the banks of Suburban Indy's
lovely retention ponds (Ahem). It remains a cherished part of Spring
meals in our culture, including our Easter Dinners. | would have to say
that if there is one food that reminds me of my Grandmother Doris
(Reimann) Jahnke, it would be Asparagus. She absolutely loved this
vegetable, and could not wait until it was growing and readily available.

Of course, today spargel is available year-round in the store, but
like most prized produce, nothing beats the fresh locally-produced
versions served field to plate. Spargel comes in three distinct colors, green, purple (or red), and the highly
prized white versions. Green and purple varieties are more common and represent stalks that grow
openly, while white spargel is grown by burying the nascent stalks in soil piled up into knee-high banks,
giving Germany's famed spargel fields a characteristic appearance. White spargel grows entirely
surrounded by earth. This technigue shields the tender stalks from sunlight and keeps them from
producing chlorophyll. The main reason for doing this, however, is not color, but to give white spargel its
characteristic subtle flavors and tender mouthfeel.

According to Germanfoods.com, , the average German enjoys a meal with spargel at least once
a day(!) during Spargelzeit, which begins in Early April and extends to June 24" also known today as St.
John the Baptist's Day. Based on the dinner table at my Grandmother's house during Springtime when |
was a boy, it seemed that the immigrants brought this passion with them here as well, and although we
may not quite eat it as much anymore, it is still a very cherished part of our Spring menu. Historical
records of asparagus date to 2000 BCE in Egypt, and the Romans brought the vegetable to Europe
during their reign. The first recorded use of the term "Spargelzeit” as a cultural entity was in Stuttgart,
dated 1686 AD, and Stuttgart is the Southern end of Germany's famous “Asparagus Road”. Spargel
remains a prized entrée at Stuttgart's famous Friihlingsfest every year, Europe’s largest Spring Festival.

The most popular ways of enjoying spargel in German cuisine is purposely simple because chefs
do not want to cover the flavor of the vegetable itself. It is traditionally served with melted butter and
potatoes (Spargel mit Butter), with ham (Spargel mit Schinken) or with hollandaise sauce (Spargel mit
hollandischer Sauce). As has become a recent tradition at the GAK, we'll be featuring it as a
“feature” side item at our Maitag Weekend Celebration again this year, simply tossed with butter
and sherry, again, to feature the delicate flavor.



The Cerman-American Klub of Indianapolis, Ine,
8602 South Mendian 5t Indianapohs, IN 46217
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2021 Membership Application (Expires Dec. 31, 2021)

ONew Membership OMembership Renewal
Drate:

To the Vice-President — Member Affgirs:

| eereby apply for membership in the German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc.. as designated below, and promiss to observe the

rules and regulations of the Elub. | understand that membership entitles me to certain privileges as well as the assessment of duss

which are payable at the beginning of each calendar year. [Lifetime membership is exempt from annual dwes.

Full Hame; DO B: [mmydd]

Spouse's Name: D08 (mmydd)
Address: City: St Jip:,
Primary Phone: Secondsry Phone:

Emmil Address: |Please print clearly)

Send Hewsletterby: 0O E-Mail O U5 Postal Service

Please indicate membership dess spplizd for:

Llass Initiaticm Dues Hestrictions
O Lifetime {Individuzl or Family] Se00u0D - Age 21 or older.
[ Active (Individual or Family) - - 6000 fApe 21 or older.
O Senior |Individuzl or Family) - - 530,00 fApe 65 or older. Spouse 60 or older.
O Student/Vouth [Individual only] - 0= 5 G.DD Apge 21 orless. Mo voting rights and
O Additional Donation 5 cannot hold office.

Please use this additional donation for the following purposs:

O Facility maintenance [eg. paving] 0O Edehweiss (=g kitchen equipment) O Other

O Tobewused st the discretion of the Board of Directors

Signed:

To pay by credit card, please provide the following:

Card type: Vizs M mstercard American Express Dizcover

fAccount Number: Expiration f WY

Signature of cardholder:

| |we] would like to volunteer to help in the following areas:

O Oktoberfest or other events O Facility Maintenance 0O GroundsMaintenance
O oOsher
Comments:
FOR OFFICE USE OMLY
Ceste Appication Rpeived: L By Armourt R ecemed: Paid By:
Cash | Chedk | Charge | Other
Chascl §
Mziling Recoms Updsted: Cards Delivered | Needs Cards | Memoership Records Unasted:

E-ll.-']utc: Ey.-']ute:




The German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 South Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46217

Forwarding Service Requested

Spring is Here




