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Biers on Tap
We have Bier, but
due to supply chain
issues we cannot
ensure what is
advertised in the
newsletter will be on
tap at the Edelweiss.

News from the Edelweiss
Saturday, December 11: TGAK Christmas Buffet!
Join us on Saturday, December 11 for The Edelweiss’ annual
Christmas Buffet! Cost is $16.95 per person and opens at 5:00.
The full menu will also be available. Due to limited seating,
reservations are required.

Friday Night Music at the Edelweiss!
Friday night music line up for December features:
• December 3: Mark Stansbury
• December 10:The Wilsons

GAK Food Drive
December 7–18
As part of the Children’s Christmas
Party, the Ladies Auxiliary collects food
for Hunger Inc. which is distributed at
no cost to residents of Perry Township
and Beech Grove. With no Christmas
party last year, the GAK stepped up last
year and collected quite a large
donation. The need for food donations
continues to be great so the GAK will
again this year have donation boxes set
up in in the lobby. When you come into
dine, please bring a can good or two of
fruit and vegetables, canned meat or
peanut butter and jelly.

German Language
Lessons
German language classes have
started and continue on Tuesdays at
7 pm. Janet Price, retired language
teacher from Roncalli is conducting
the classes.
The cost of the class is $5.00 per
person per class, payable at the start
of each class.

• December 17: Steve Bogard
• December 24, 31: No Friday Night Music

Edelweiss/GAK Closed for Christmas!
Edelweiss/GAK will be closed Friday, December 24–Monday,
December 27. We will be open on Tuesday, December 28.

GAK Participating in the Indiana Historical
Society (IHS) Festival of Trees!
The GAK, as part of the German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis
collaboration with the IGHS, the Indianapolis Liederkranz, the
Athenaeum Foundation, Max Kade German American Center,
Indianapolis–Cologne Sister City Committee, and the Carmel
Christkindlmarkt are sponsoring a tree for the first time as part of
the Indiana Historical Society (IHS) Festival of Trees. Our tree is
named “O Hoosier Tannenbaum”, and this German-Americanthemed tree is decorated with an overall German tricolor scheme,
and also exhibits traditional and modern German-themed décor.
Included in our tree exhibit are the branches of this summer’s
GAK maibaum on a “mini maibaum” that highlights all our
German cultural societies by displaying our logos. Our
Tannenbaum is one of over 100 holiday trees on display in the
Festival of Trees at the IHS. The exhibit runs from November 12–
January 8. For more details see: https://indianahistory.org/
events/festival-of-trees/
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Cookie Dance
die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe
invites you to join us at our annual Holiday Cookie Dance

Saturday, December 4, 7:00–10:30 pm
Edelweiss Banquet Room Featuring Music from

Jay Fox
Admission: just bring a few cookies to share—what a deal!

We really look forward to this dance and hope to see many old and new friends and
families. If you would like to have dinner in the Edelweiss restaurant before coming
upstairs to dance, please call 317–888–6940 to make reservations.
We do request that everyone who is eligible please be vaccinated.

Children’s Christmas Party
Ladies Auxiliary
invites you to join us at our annual Christmas Party

Sunday, December 5, 1:00 pm
Join us for an afternoon of music, delicious food, storytelling, cookie decorating and a
visit from Santa Claus! There will be a silent auction with some wonderful holiday gifts
to bid on.
Reservations are encouraged so we can make sure we have plenty of seating, food and
goodies for the kids.
A salad or dessert is welcomed. To make reservations, please call Patty Johns via
317–445–3929 / pjohns@ibj.com. We will also be collecting food donations for Hunger
Inc. Peanut butter & jelly, canned fruit, macaroni & cheese and especially canned meats
are a few of the items in need.

Kultur Kolumne
Looking ahead, we have; Frühlingsfest Wóchenende 29–30 April; Südzfest 14 Mai, and a whole year of
KulturAbends to schedule. Note: there will be no KultureAbend in Januar.

Upcoming Events (7:30 pm, in the ballroom).
• 7 Dezember: Nussnacker! Join your Klub as we discuss the history, design, and examples of world class,
German-made nutcrackers, smokers, and ornaments.
• 29 Januar: Jägerfest, 7:00 pm, more details to announced.
• 8 Februar: TBA, tentative topic—Food
For more information, please contact TGAK Cultural Chair Travis Jerde via tjjerde@iu.edu.

The German American Klub (GAK), along with the Indiana German Heritage Society
(IGHS), will be operating 2 huts this year: Das Pretzel Haus & Kartoffelpuffer Küche
(Potato Pancakes).
The Christkindlmarkt will be open November 20–December 24, 4:00 to 9:00 pm
Wednesdays and Thursdays, and noon to 9:00 pm Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays.
There are special hours November 24 and December 20–23 (noon to 9:00 pm) and
December 24 (noon to 3:00 pm). Please visit the Christkindlmarkt website to see all
the authentic German offerings, delicious foods, and all the beauty the market has
to offer. www.carmelchristkindlmarkt.com

THE GAK Kloset
Do you have any authentic German
art, housewares, clothing,
accessories, steins, etc. that you are
willing to donate? The Kloset sells
these donations/consignments at
TGAK functions to benefit TGAK
facility needs.

Upcoming Events
• None currently scheduled. Due to
a banner Oktoberfest season, the
Kloset is nearly empty.
For more information, please contact
Susan Losche via
susanindy@yahoo.com or
317–987–3099.

The GAK Kloset & Hildegard
Presented during the Carmel Christkindlmarkt is
“Christmas Traditions with Hildegard”. For this
series of events Hildegard entertains guests with
lessons about Christmas in Germany.
The GAK Kloset has provided authentic dirndls,
accessories, and other authentic clothes for the
various Hildegards since the beginning of the
Christkindlmarkt.

Jägerfest
29 Januar 2022, 7:00 pm

die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe
die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe believes that folk dancing is for everyone—the “folk”—and is happy to
have interested, vaccinated people join us.

Upcoming Events
• 3 & 10 Dezember: Carmel Christkindlmarkt, 1:00–1:45 pm Winter Pavilion (Rose Ann Fohey &
Marie Lawlor will be teaching dances)
For more information, please contact Marie Lawlor via mlawlor63@yahoo.com or 317–501–4814.

O Tannenbaum: The German origins of the Christmas Tree
Over 25% of Indiana’s residents claim German ancestry, and German immigrants have
contributed heavily to the arts, sciences, businesses, manufacturing, agriculture, and
architecture of Indiana, and all the Midwest. When it comes to the Winter Holidays, very few
customs or celebrations were practiced in this area until German immigrants came to our
area in large numbers in the mid-late 1800s. There are many German holiday traditions that
we have incorporated into our modern celebrations, but none is more honored and
cherished than the Tannenbaum, or, “Christmas Tree”.
Evergreen foliage has been a symbol of winter and winter solstice celebrations in Germanic lands since
antiquity, and decorating trees with candle lighting is attested to in pre-Christianized Europe, during the very
dark days around the Winter Solstice. There is evidence of evergreen adorned wreaths celebrating the Jul in
Northern Germany dating to the 700s AD, and adorning trees with apples (Paradise Trees) to celebrate Adam
and Eve’s feast day occurred as early as the 1400s in Catholic areas of Europe. However, the first recorded
articles of an indoor decorated Tannenbaum that would truly qualify as any sort of “Christmas Tree” comes
from 1605 in Strasbourg, Alsace, which was in the Rhineland at that time. By the mid-1700s, decorating trees
for the Christmas holiday was commonplace throughout German lands, particularly in Evangelisch (Lutheran)
households and churches.
Christmas Trees became widespread in America by two concurrent circumstances
in the mid-1800s. Prior to 1840, finding a Christmas Tree in the Midwest was
scarce occurrence. Most settlers to our area were descended from either English or
French descendants, and many were influenced by a religious dogma that
considered audacious Christmas celebrations to be unseemly at best, blasphemous
at worst. That changed when Germans immigrated to the Midwest in large
numbers beginning in the early 1850s, bringing with them their more vibrant
holiday traditions, including their Tannenbaume. Concurrently, English Queen
Victoria’s marriage to Prince Albert of Saxony-Coburg brought German Christmas
traditions to the English monarchy in the 1840s. In 1848, a famous painting of
Victoria, Albert, and their family celebrating around their Tannenbaum was
published in the Illustrated London News. The image was reprinted in numerous
American news sources, including the New York Times and Godey’s Lady’s Book, a
publication of significant influence in domestic circles. These publications, along
with Germans coming to the Midwest by the thousands over the next decades,
made the Christmas Tree the most common and recognizable symbol of the
Christmas and Winter holidays in the United States by the turn of the century.
“O Hoosier Tannenbaum” has several key symbolic features, including authentic,
traditional ornaments from modern Germany, antique ornaments from German
immigrants to the area in the late 1800s, and those symbolizing elements of
German-American culture. There are numerous examples of wooden cut art
ornaments, and baumschmuck—blown glass ornaments. Our Tannenbaum is also
adorned with 120 hand-made Fröbelsterne: ribbon folded into stars—very
traditional décor for a German Tannenbaum. O Hoosier Tannenbaum also includes
candle-mimicking lights in tin holder clamps—in traditional days, Tannenbaume
were lighted with real candles in tin holders such as these. Note also that O
Hoosier Tannenbaum displays the state flags of all 16 states on modern Germany,
along with the tri-color national flag of Germany and the German-speaking nations
of Switzerland and Austria.
Our Tannenbaum exhibit also includes the “Maibaum”, or Maypole. This is a “mini”
version of the Maypole raised in German Park over the Edelweiss Biergarten each
spring during May Day celebrations. The pole raised in the park is 20 feet tall. The Maibaum branches display
the logos of the individual German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis.
Homemade Fröbelsterne, state flags, and wood cutout ornaments made possible by a donation from
AMANTRA baking, Carmel, IN, specializing in authentic German and American desserts and bakery made from
time-honored family recipes. “making life sweeter…one bite at a time.” Contact Amy Jerde at
amantrabaking@att.net; 317–441–6949
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2022 Membership Applica�on (Expires Dec. 31, 2022)
�New Membership �Membership Renewal
Date:_

To the Vice-President – Member Affairs:

I hereby apply for membership in the German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc., as designated below, and promise to observe the
rules and regulations of the Klub. I understand that membership en�tles me to certain privileges as well as the assessment of dues
which are payable at the beginning of each calendar year. (Life�me membership is exempt from annual dues.)
Full Name:

DOB: (mm/dd)

Spouse’s Name:

DOB: (mm/dd)

Address:_

City:

Primary Phone:

St:

Zip:

Secondary Phone:

Email Address: (Please print clearly)
Send Newsletter by: � E-Mail

�

US Postal Service

Please indicate membership class applied for:

�
�
�
�
�

Class
Lifetime (Individual or Family)
Ac�ve (Individual or Family)
Senior (Individual or Family)
Student/Youth (Individual only)
Addi�onal Donation $_

Initiation
$600.00
-0-0-0-

Dues
- 0$60.00
$30.00
$ 6.00

Restric�ons
Age 21 or older.
Age 21 or older.
Age 65 or older. Spouse 60 or older.
Age 21 or less. No voting rights and
cannot hold office.

Please use this addi�onal dona�on for the following purpose:
� Facility maintenance (eg. paving)
� Edelweiss (eg. kitchen equipment) �
� To be used at the discretion of the Board of Directors

Other

Signed:_
To pay by credit card, please provide the following:
Card type: ____ Visa ____ Mastercard
____ American Express

____ Discover

Account Number:______________________________________________

Expira�on ____/____

CVV______________

Signature of cardholder:_____________________________________________________________
I (we) would like to volunteer to help in the following areas:
� Oktoberfest or other events
� Facility Maintenance
� Grounds Maintenance
� Other
Comments: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Date Application Received:

Mailing Records Updated:
By/Date:

Received By:

Amount Received:

Cards Delivered | Needs Cards

Paid By:
Cash | Check | Charge | Other
Check #________________

Membership Records Updated:
By/Date:

The German-American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 S Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46217

Forwarding Service Requested

Upcoming GAK Events
• 4 December: die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe’s Holiday Cookie Dance
• 5 December: The Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Christmas Party
• 7 December: KulturAbend: Nussnacker!
• 3 December: die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe at Carmel Christkindlmarkt
• 10 December: die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe at Carmel Christkindlmarkt
• 29 January 2022: Jägerfest
• 29–30April 2022: Frühlingsfest Wóchenende

Other Highlighted Upcoming Events
• 5 December: Liederkranz Childern’s Christmas Party
• 11 December: Liederkranz Weihnachtskonzert
• 8 December: Liederkranz at Carmel Christkindelmarkt
• 18 December : Liederkranz German Band at Carmel Christkindelmarkt
More Indy area German Activities at the German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis Calendar at
https://teamup.com/ks42kpasu339rxejg3

