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German American Klub Indianapolis

Das Rundschreiben

Biers on Tap
  MashCraft City Limits Kölsch

 Warsteiner Dunkle

 Warsteiner Pilsner

 Weihenstephaner Hefeweissbier

News from the Edelweiss
Friday Night Music at the Edelweiss!
What’s more than a perfect warm evening relaxing on the patio 
with good food, cold beer and good music. The patio is shaded in 
the evenings and the view is beautiful. Bring your friends and 
family. As your guests, they also receive your member discount. 
Music will be outside weather permitting. Reservations are 
encouraged especially for outside dining. Our July featured 
musicians are:
• July 7: Schwenker Weekend
• July 14: Ben Justus

• July 21: Steve Bogard
• July 28: The Wilsons

Featured Local Bier
MashCraft City Limits Kölsch: MashCraft 
pays a visit to our sister city, Cologne, 
just in time for the heat to pick up to 
provide this light and quenching treat—
4.4%/20 IBU.
Kölsch is one of the most strictly 
defined beer styles in Germany: 
according to the Konvention, it is a pale, 
highly attenuated, hoppy, bright (i.e. 
filtered and not cloudy) top-fermenting 
beer, and must be brewed according to 
the Reinheitsgebot.
“Kölsch” has had a protected 
geographical indication within the 
European Union, indicating a beer that 
is made within 50km (31mi) of the city 
of Cologne and brewed according to the 
Kölsch Konvention as defined by the 
members of the Cologne Brewery 
Association.
In Cologne, Kölsch is traditionally 
served in a tall, thin, cylindrical 200-mL 
(6.8 oz) glass called a Stange (“pole” or 
“rod”). The server, called a Köbes, 
carries eleven or twelve Stangen in a 
Kranz (“wreath”), a circular tray 
resembling a crown or wreath.Instead of 
waiting for the drinker to order a refill, 
the Köbes immediately replaces an 
empty Stange with a full one, marking a 
tick on the coaster under the Stange. If 
the drinker does not want another refill, 
they place the coaster on top of the 
empty Stange and pay for the number of 
beers marked on the coaster.

Have a Special Event Coming Up?
Book your special event at the German American Klub! 

We handle set up, tear down, food and drink! All 
you need to do is show up and enjoy the day (and 
pay the bill)! The GAK is also a great place for 
wedding receptions, anniversary parties and 
birthday parties. 
We do have dates available in July and August. 
Call 317–888–6940 to book your next event.

July 7 & 8—Schwenker Weekend at the Edelweiss!
Our second of our three summer 
Schwenker Weekends is coming up! 
Reservations are required, especially 
for outdoor seating.
Please call: 317–888–6940. 
Friday, we have Mark Stansbury. 
Saturday, it’s a "Wear your Trachten 
to the Klub”day, guests are especially 
encouraged to wear tracht and get 
up and dance along with the 
Liederkranz German Band.
Come enjoy the Schwenkbraten—
pork cutlet marinated in special 
spices, then topped with onions.— 
and house made Kartoffelpuffer

About the Schwenker—swinging grill: Legend has it that this style 
of cooking came to the Saarland from South America, specifically 
the Rio Grande do Sul region of Brazil, where German immigrants 
took it back home to Saarland, where it gained popularity due to 
the local steel industry, which allowed the workers to construct 
their “Schwenker” grills easily on their own
Note: The Edelweiss will be offering an expanded limited menu—
the full Edelweiss menu will not be available. 



We are currently accepting German related items to have yet another successful Oktoberfest!
Want to know how you can help? Please contact Susan Losche via susanindy@yahoo.com or 317–987–3099.
With your donations, consignments and volunteer help, the GAK Kloset has been able to raise funds to help 
pay for much needed facility projects at the Edelweiss Restaurant. Thank you!
Upcoming Events
• 7–9 Sep: Oktoberfest

die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe
die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe is preparing for our very busy performance schedule—July through 
December! The Oldenburg Freudenfest on Saturday, July 15th with 2 shows, 1:00 and 3:00 is next up. This is 
probably our longest running annual engagement. We love this venue; about 20 of us will be dancing this year.

There will be a change in the practice schedule for die 
Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe for July only. We will practice on all 
Wednesdays except the third. Usually we skip the second 
Wednesday, but we want to practice for our performance at 
Oldenburg on Saturday, July 15th.
On a fun note, four of us went to The Indianapolis School of Ballet 
to take a class. William Robinson, soloist with the ballet, was the 
teacher. We plan to go to more classes and will probably be joined 
by another group member. The class is for absolutely everyone and 
we did what we could while enjoying ourselves immensely. If we can 
be brave and just go for it, so can you—come dance with us. 

die Fledermäuschen continues to get 
around, as some members of the group 
joined the Vasa Order of America 
(https://www.svea253.com/), a Fraternal 
Society originally established for the 
benefit of Swedish immigrants, at their  
Midsommar Festival! 
Upcoming Events
• 15 Jul: Oldenburg Freudenfest, 

Oldenburg
• 7–9 Sep: Oktoberfest

For more information, please contact 
Marie Lawlor via mlawlor63@yahoo.com or 
317–501–4814 or visit 
dieFledermauschenTanzgruppe.com

Updates from the Cultural, Education, and Events Committee
Join us for the second of three summer Schwenker Weekends at the Edelweiss! The featured dinner special will 
be prepared on the “Schwenker” by our Schwenkmeister Travis Jerde! .
Upcoming Events
• 6 Jul: CEE Committee meeting (Typical ongoing schedule 1st Thursday of month)
• 7–8 Jul: Schwenker Wochenende
• 11–12 Aug: Schwenker Wochenende featuring Wiesnhendl (Oktoberfest Chicken)
For more information, please contact the GAK Cultural Chair Travis Jerde via tjjerde@iu.edu



Your German-American KlubNeeds You!

GAK Karte
The GAK Karte, a mini Edelweiss, often 
makes an appearance at events such as 
the Athenæum Germanfest.
The Karte is one of GAK's outreach to 
the community.
The Karte typically serves Bratwurst, 
Mettwursts, Pretzels, Kartoffelsalat, 
Gurkensalat, and Deserts, but can 
customize the menu for events. 
The Karte typically needs 10 members 
to operate and is a great way to meet 
other Klub members and help promote 
the Indiana German American 
community.
For more information, please contact 
Travis Jerde via tjjerde@iu.edu.

There are multiple ways that you can help support the Klub as it celebrates and promotes the Indiana German 
American community through social, cultural, and educational activities, and passes the torch of our German 
American heritage to future generations.
From gardening help for a hour a month to an evening at a cultural event to all three days of Oktoberfest, or 
even something behind the scenes, there is something anyone can do to help and make the Klub better..

With nearly 400 members, your GAK needs your 
help, however big or small.

Oktoberfest Volunteers Needed 
We have a wide range of opportunities to help: from serving bier, 
to serving food, to staffing entrance gates, to staffing ticket 
booths; from more physical jobs to jobs that can be done seated; 
from a single to multiple 4 hour shift one night or several nights. 
Even jobs for older teens who need volunteer hours.
There is a job for everyone!
As a thank you, volunteers who work are able to drink bier for 
free (during their shift and to moderation) and receive $13 in 
meal tickets. We also have a thank you luncheon a few weeks 
following Oktoberfest.
In addition to Oktoberfest itself, set up help starting on the 
Sunday before and the Sunday after are greatly appreciated and 
needed. For more information, please contact Patty Johns via 
pjohns@ibj.com or 317–445–3929 

September 7–9
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Upcoming GAK Events
• 7–8 Jul: Schwenker Wochenende
• 20 Jul: GAK Board Meeting, open to members; 7 pm, Biergarten (weather permitting) / Banquet room
• 4 Aug: Ladies Auxiliary Pie Auction
• 11–12 Aug: Schwenker Wochenende featuring Wiesnhendl (Oktoberfest Chicken)
• 7–9 Sep: Oktoberfest

Other Local Upcoming Events
• 15 Jul: Heimath und Preussen Unterstützungsvereinen (H & P) HoPFest—German Park
• 5 Aug: Liederkranz—Summerfest at German Park
• 30 Sep: Liederkranz—Oktoberfest
• 7 Oct: Athenæum—GermanFest

Other Regional Events
• 14–15 Jul: Oldenburg Freudenfest, Oldenburg—https://www.freudenfest.com/

• 28–30 Jul: German Fest, Milwaukee, WI—https://germanfest.com/
• 3–6 Aug: Strassenfest, Jasper—https://jasperstrassenfest.org/

More Indy area German Activities at the German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis Calendar at 
https://teamup.com/ks42kpasu339rxejg3


