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Biers on Tap

%&M} Primeval Brewing Rauchbier

PRIMEVAL

€N Ayinger Celebrator
) Warsteiner Dunkle

| Warsteiner Pilsner

&%= Weihenstephaner Hefeweisshier
Weihenstephan
We have a small amount of Paulaner

Oktoberst on tap, help us finish the keg
before Starkbierzeit (Strong bier time).

News from the Edelweiss
Friday Night Music at the
Edelweiss!

Reservations are encouraged. February
featured musicians are:

e February 2: Mark Stansbury

e February 9: Steve Board

e February 15: Ken & Debbie Wilson
e February 23: TBD

BGerman Language
(lasses— Hanke schin

Our weekly German language classes
have ended for the season. We plan to
start classes again this fall.

We would like to express our thanks to
Frau Price. After 11 years of leading
German classes at the GAK, Janet Price
will be retiring from conducting the
language lessons at the Klub.

Have a Special Event
Coming Up?

Book your special event at the GAK! We
handle set up, tear down, food and

drink! All you need to do is show up and

enjoy the day (and pay the bill). Call
317-888-6940 to book your next event.

In 2024, we celebrate 50 years of the GAK! Our current version of
GAK was founded by a dedicated group of charter members in
1974. As we enter now the third generation of GAK, we have a
new look and an evolving approach, but the same mission to
celebrate and promote the Indianapolis area German American
community through social, cultural, and educational activities,
and to pass the torch of our German American heritage to future
generations.

Our new logo was designed and developed by Klub member and
retired graphic artist, Beth Line. The logo symbolizes a growing
from the past into a modern form. The doppeladler (double
headed eagle) is a classic symbol based in Germanic lands and has
for centuries symbolized a looking back and a looking forward.
Holy Roman Empire days had doppeladlers symbolizing a looking
toward Rome, and a looking toward the local royal. When the
revolutionaries worked to restructure Central Europe post 1848,
they removed the halo and the crowns as a symbol of freedom
from Rome and any Royalty, but they kept the looking backward
as where we came from and looking forward to freedom, as they
saw it, where they were going.

In our case one adler head looks fondly upon the heritage of our
German roots and founding, and while the other simultaneously
looks forward toward a new expression of our heritage as build
our German-American culture in the modern Indy. The oak leaf
being the symbol of Germany, once as Odin’s tree, then
symbolized as Boniface’s felling of the great oak upon
Christianization of southern Germany, now symbolizes the
strength of our long-lived enduring heritage.

The tulip tree leaf, the tree of Indiana. And to finish, two sides of

two-row wheat symbolizes Germans as the industrious producers
of Europe, and then immigrant Midwesterners feeding our nation,
and especially here in the city of Indy as our ancestor growers fed
Indy in the late 1800s and early 1900s. We are grateful to Beth for
this wonderful and meaningful design as we enter the second half
century of our new GAK!

@ IndianpolisGAK.com ﬁ QTGAKIndy @GAKIndianapolis



Ppdates from the Cultural, Whucation, and Toents Conmittee
2024 Planning

Come experience Indy as a German-American, share your ideas, and be a part of making it all happen. Please
consider attending our next CEE meeting. We are proud of our activities and involvement in our community,
now we need your help to make it all happen. Plus, we greatly love and seek the “Klub” atmosphere. Be a part
of your Klub.

Our next major Klub event is Friithlingsfest, which we have as a true German-American Spring Festival. Come
be a part of helping be a part of this two day event, tentatively scheduled for 26-27 April, with Walpurgisnacht
Friday, and Maibaumaufstellen Saturday.

Please be on the look out for email/social media posts about this event and how to sign up to help.
For more information, please contact the GAK Cultural Chair Travis Jerde via tjjerde@iu.edu

Upcoming Events

e 13 Feb: KulturAbend—Karneval Krapfen, 6:30 pm, FULL, thanks to those who RSVP'd
On Fastnacht, (Fat Tuesday), we'll gather for a brief discussion of Karneval traditions in Germany, and a
tutorial on making the quintessential Karneval dessert—the Krapfen. Also sometimes called Berliners,
Berliner pfannkuchen, Krédppel, or other regional names, Krapfen are yeast raised donuts, fried, topped with
powdered sugar and often filled with Jam.

e 7 Mar: CEE Committee meeting, 7 pm (Typical ongoing schedule 1st Thursday of month)

e 15, 16 Mar: KulturAbend—Starkbier German Dinner pairing.
Lent is Starkbierzeit (Strong bier time) for the Germans, in traditions said to be originating in Bavaria's
monasteries during Lenten fasts. Join us for a great dinner evening—German and American Doppelbocks
paired with great rich German Dinner specials, and a personal tour through bock tasting.

e 26-27 Apr: Friithlingsfest
die I lederminschen Tanzgruppe

A Celebration of Dance! Three couples from our group, Caleb and Rachel, Daniel and Amber, and Bob Stills
and Alyssa will be dancing at the Warren Performing Arts Center on February 13 at 7 p.m. The Indianapolis
Symphonic Band will be playing many different styles of music, all accompanied by live dancers. Each segment
will be very short and the performance space is very small which is why only three couples will be dancing.
The music for us will be a Strauss polka, Ohne Sorgen. The choreography for this was a group effort and fun.
We hope to include this piece in our repertoire with participation from more of our dancers. Come on out and
support our dancers! (This is a free performance.)

If anyone wants to join our group, come on in! No dance experience or partner needed. Every Wednesday in
GAK banquet room, 7:00 to 8:30 pm—except the 2nd

For more information, please contact Marie Lawlor via mlawlor63@yahoo.com or 317-501-4814 or visit
dieFledermauschenTanzgruppe.com

Upcoming Events
e 26-27 Apr 2024: Frithlingsfest

GAK KW—BW\OLWW

Ellen Kingston has been a fixture on the Indianapolis theatre and event
scene for over 40 years. Among the many hats she wears are those of
writer, director, actress, singer, costume designer, voiceover artist, event
planner, casting director and performance coach. Musicals in which she had
leading roles include The Sound of Music, Carousel, A Little Night Music and
Menopause the Musical, to name just a few. Through her company Ideal
Talent, Ellen designed costumes for Superbowl XLVI’s Media Night. She was
the Artist Concierge at The Center for the Performing Arts in Carmel from
2010 to 2020, where she worked with top-notch stars such as Johnny
Mathis, Sophia Loren, Tony Bennett and Liza Minnelli. In 2022, Ellen’s
original musical I'll Be Seemg You; Love Stories of WWII was presented at The Palladium.
Having been the Director of Creative Events for three years, she retired from The Center last year to focus on
her freelance projects. For the 2023 holiday season, she created an act for the Carmel Christkindlmarkt, for
which Susan Losche & the GAK Kloset provided authentic German costumes for characters Heinrich &
Hildegard. The GAK Kloset is grateful to be a part of Ellen’s creative talent bringing German history to the
streets and huts at Carmel Christkindlmarkt. Thank you, Ellen Kingston!

Ellen will appear as the title character in Civic Theatre’s production of Driving Miss Daisy from March 15-30.

Upcoming Events
e 26-27 Apr 2024: Frithlingsfest




Halentine’s May

at the Tdeltoeiss!

Saturday, February 10

Ladies Auxiliary Annual
Garage Sale!

Mark your calendars! Saturday, April 13
from 8 am-3 pm for the annual Ladies
Auxiliary Garage Sale!

As you start your spring cleaning set
those items aside for the annul garage
sale—big items, small items—we take all
but televisions.

Proceeds from the garage sale help fund
our annual children’s Christmas party
and Klub expenses.

Look for more information on the days/
times for item drop off in the next
newsletter.

In addition to the full menu, we will be offering 2
specials:

Dinner Specials:

Rouladen—Rolls of tender, braised beef wrapped around bacon
and match-sticked carrots, onions and pickles, smothered in a
delicious gravy. Served with 2 sides plus soup or salad—$19.95
per person.

Blackened Salmon—Succulent blackened salmon, pan seared
with an exciting blend of Cajun-style spices! Served with 2 sides
plus soup or salad—$18.95 per person.

In addition to our regular side dishes, we will
feature:

Baked Potato | Grilled Asparagus | Roasted Carrots

Purchase 2 dinners and receive a shared dessert:
Black Forest Cake | German Chocolate Cake | Strudel.

Limited seating at the Edelweiss.
Reservations required, please call: 317-888-6940.
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Upcoming GAK Events

e 13 Feb: KulturAbend—Karneval Krapfen, 6:30 pm—FULL, thanks to those who RSVP’d
e 15 Feb: GAK Board Meeting, open to members, 7 pm, Banquet room

e 7 Mar: Cultural, Education, and Events Committee Meeting, 7 pm , Banquet room

e 15, 16 Mar: KulturAbend—Starkbier German Dinner pairing.

e 26-27 Apr: Fruhlingsfest

e 11 May: Siidzfest

e 5-7 Sep: Oktoberfest

Other Local Upcoming Events

e Liederkranz Schedule: Not yet posted for 2024
e TBA: Athenseum—St. Benno Fest

e TBA: Athena@um—Das GartenGrillfest

e 5 Oct 2024: Athenaeum—GermanFest

Other Regional Events

e 5-9 Jun 2024: Ft. Wayne's GermanFest, Ft. Wayne—https://germanfest.org/

e 19-20 Jul 2024: Oldenburg Freudenfest, Oldenburg—https://www. freudenfest.com/

e 26-28 Jul 2024: German Fest, Milwaukee, WI, https://germanfest.com/

e 1-4 Aug 2024: Strassenfest, Jasper—https://jasperstrassenfest.org/

e TBA: Germania Society of Cincinnati—Oktoberfest, https://germaniasociety.com/oktoberfest/

More Indy area German Activities at the German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis Calendar at
https://teamup.com/ks42kpasu339rxejg3



