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Have a Special Event 
Coming Up In 2025?
We have already 
started booking events 
for 2025. Book your 
special event at the 
German American Klub! 
The GAK is a great 
place for graduation 
parties, wedding receptions, anniversary 
parties and birthday parties. We handle 
set up, tear down, food and drink! All 
you need to do is show up and enjoy the 
day (and pay the bill)! 
The Edelweiss Restaurant, Beirgarten, 
and Banquet room can each be booked 
separately or together.
Call 317–888–6940 to book your next 
event.

Biers on Tap

TBA

Warsteiner Dunkle

Warsteiner Pilsner

Weihenstephaner Hefeweissbier

News from the Edelweiss

New Kegerators
As some of our members know, our (original, or close to it) 
kegerator systems have outlived their usefulness, in fact one is 
kaput. Our two new kegerator systems have arrived and the 
process to remove the old and install the new is underway.
These new systems will allow us to have 8 half barrels on tap at 
the Edelweiss. The new system allow for much more flexibility, as 
the number of bays and taps allow for a mix of half barrels or 
sixtels. What does this all mean. More bier options. We could have, 
for example 6 half barrels and 4 sixtels, or 7 half barrels and 2 
sixtels. 
Once both new kegerator systems have been installed, an option 
that was not possible before is to have one of the bays have 
Sprecher Rootbier on tap regularly, instead of just at Oktoberfest.
This is exciting, and big advancement for our Klub.Friday Night Music

Reservations are encouraged. February 
featured musicians are:
• 7 Feb: Mark Stansbur
• 14 Feb: No Friday Night Music
• 21 Feb: The Wilsons
• 28 Feb: Steve Bogard

Valentine’s @ Edelweiss! 
The quaint and cozy setting of the Edelweiss is the perfect setting 
for a romantic dinner. 
See flier in newsletter for more details.

German Language Classes Return
Sprechen sie Deutsch? 
Our weekly German language classes will return on Tuesday, 
February 4 at 7 pm with David Kurbiss (which is the standard 
transliteration of Kürbiß, which is used when Unicode characters 
and not supported).
Born and raised in Germany, David came to the US in 2021 to be 
with his now wife after several years of a long-distance 
relationship. After a few years in New Jersey, they returned to her 
Hoosier roots and now live with their dogs in Bargersville, IN. In 
2024, David joined the GAK and has since volunteered at 
Oktoberfest and participated in other GAK activities. 
David has a background in linguistics and communications and 
currently works at IU Indianapolis as a project coordinator. 
Learning and teaching languages (German, English, French, Latin) 
has been his passion since high school, he currently is learning his 
next one, Spanish. He is excited to share his native language 
alongside German culture with the class.
Each class period will be Tuesdays at 7 pm and run until Apr 8.
The cost of the class is $5.00 per person per class, payable at the 
start of each class. Classes are structured for the beginner or for 
those who want to brush up on their language skills. Come early 
and enjoy dinner with some of your classmates! 



Updates from the Cultural, Education, and Events Committee
Your Klub has a full schedule of German-American Events planned for 2025! We have a return of Jägerfest, a 
continuation of our Bockbier Tasting and Dinner Pairing, and our new Friday Lenten Fish Fry and Polka 
Nights—a German-American Midwestern Tradition.
Are you Interested in helping grow Klub cultural events? Come join us at one of our Cultural, Education and 
Events (CEE) meetings, or contact Travis via tjjerde@iu.edu for more information.
Upcoming CEE organizations meetings—all 7:00 PM in the Edelweiss Banquet Room
• 9 January, 6 February, 6 March
Upcoming Events
• 15 Feb: Jägerfest Dinner: traditional German American Fare made with local wild game, fish and forest 

vegetables
• 7 Mar & 4 Apr: Fish Fry and Polka Night: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun night of 

Dancing
• 28 & 29 Mar: Bockbier tasting and pairing dinner. A selection of German and Midwestern bock biers for 

tasting, paired with rich German dishes.
Looking ahead
• 1–3 May: Indianapolis Frühlingsfest Weekend—Thur: Maibock-tapping; Fri: Walpurgisnacht; Sat: Maitag 
• 31 May: Südzfest: A celebration of South Side Brewing
• 4–6 Sep: Oktoberfest

GAK Kloset
Steps to keep lederhosen suspenders from 
slipping off shoulders
1. Attach suspenders to the buttons on the bib, 

ensuring they are evenly spaced. 
2. Move to the back and attach the suspenders to the 

corresponding buttons. A slight “X” shape in the 
back is a hallmark of authentic lederhosen 
suspenders.

3. Use a “back slide ring” to ensure that both front 
and back suspenders are secure. 

Back slide ring, as shown here by John Hummel (son 
to Ned and Livia) will be available at Frühlingsfest.
Have any German related items that you would like 
to donate and/or consign? Please contact Susan 
Losche via susanindy@yahoo.com or 317–987–3099.
The mystery writing on the canisters from last 
months newsletter were solved by Keith Ecker and 
David Kürbiß!
The canisters say Grütze (groats or gruel), Zucker 
(sugar), Nudeln (noodles) and Reis (rice). Thank you 
Keith & David!!!

die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe
die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe is very excited to announce an inaugural event: a polka and fish fry night. 
Details are being worked out but we wanted to give you plenty of time to add this to your calendar. It will be 
Friday, March 7 at the GAK. 
We will be playing old school polka LPs on a beautiful, newly acquired turntable. We may have some live music 
as well. This is an all ages event; we will be prepared to “tutor” anyone who wants to learn to polka. There is 
one version, in fact, which is nothing more than walking in time to the music!
And if this isn't enough to entice you, we encourage you to wear your outdated clothing that you may not have 
gotten around to decluttering. Of course, if you show up tastefully dressed, you will not be turned away.
Our normal schedule is every Wednesday in GAK banquet room, 7:00–8:30 pm—except the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month. New members always welcome—no dance experience or partner needed!
For more information, please contact Marie Lawlor via mlawlor63@yahoo.com or 317–501–4814 or visit 
dieFledermauschenTanzgruppe.com



Valentine’s Day
at the Edelweiss

Friday, February 14
Dinner includes complimentary 

champagne & chocolate strawberries.

Featured Entrees
Rouladen

Blackened Salmon
Portobello Mushroom Schnitzel

Salad or Soup
Haus Soup | Tomato Bisque. 

Two Side Dishes per Person
Baked Potato | Spaetzle 

Red Cabbage | Grilled Asparagus 
Sautéed Mushrooms | Roasted Carrots

Shared Dessert
Black Forest Cake | Cherry Strudel | Bread Pudding

$60 per couple or $30 per person
Limited seating at the Edelweiss. 

Reservations required, please call: 317–888–6940.
Please note that the Edelweiss menu will not be available.



The German American Klub continues its popular winter tradition of Jägerfest 
featuring traditional German dishes prepared with wild game, root vegetables and 
decadent dessert table. Bar service available featuring local biers, bourbon and brandy 
flights.

6:00 pm — Appetizers & Cocktails 
6:45 pm — Bird of Prey and People presented by Mark Booth, Take Flight Wildlife Education 
7:30 pm — Jägerfest Toast & Dinner 

Limited Seating. Reservations Required.
Reservations: 317–888–6940 (GAK) | 317–445–3929 | pattyjohns1959@gmail.com

Tickets
Individual Seat: $40 (member); $50 non-member
Tables of 8: $280 (member); $360 (non-member)

Saturday, February 15

German American Klub Indianapolis
8602 S. Meridian St.

Indianapolis, IN 46217
  IndianpolisGAK.com  @TGAKIndy  @GAKIndianapolis 

Jägerfest



German American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 South Meridian St. Indianapolis, IN  46217 (317) 888-6940

2025 Membership Application (Expires Dec. 31, 2025)
□ New Membership      □ Membership Renewal

To the Vice-President – Member Affairs: Date:                              

I hereby apply for membership in the German American Klub of Indianapolis, Inc., as designated below, and 
promise to observe the rules and regulations of the Klub. I understand that membership entitles me to certain 
privileges as well as the assessment of dues which are payable at the beginning of each calendar year. 
(Lifetime membership is exempt from annual dues.)

Full Name:                                                                                                                  DOB: (mm/dd)                  

Partner’s Name:                                                                                                          DOB: (mm/dd)                 

Address:                                                                              City:                                       State:      Zip:                    

Primary Phone:                                                         Secondary Phone:                                                              

Email Address: (Please print clearly)                                                                                                                  

Please indicate membership class applied for:

□ Additional Donation:  $               
Please use this additional donation for the following purpose:

□ Facility maintenance (eg. paving)
□ Edelweiss (eg. kitchen equipment) 
□ Other                        
□ To be used at the discretion of the Board of Directors

I (we) would like to volunteer to help in the following areas:
□ Cultural Events, e.g. Oktoberfest, Frühlingsfest, or other events
□ Facility Maintenance
□ Grounds Maintenance
□ Board Member
□ Other                                                  

To pay by credit card, please provide the following: □ Visa   □ Mastercard   □ American Express    □ Discover

Account Number:                                                                                Expiration            /              CVV            

Signature of cardholder:                                                                                                                                     
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Application Received: Received By: Amount Received: Paid By:
Cash  |  Check  |  Charge  |  
Other
Check #

Mailing Records Updated:
By/Date:

Cards Delivered  | Needs Cards Membership Records Updated:
By/Date:

Class Initiation Dues Restrictions
 Lifetime (Individual or Family) $600.00 - 0- Age 21 or older.
 Active (Individual or Family) - 0 - $60.00 Age 21 or older.
 Senior (Individual or Family) - 0 - $30.00 Age 65 or older. Partner 60 or older.
 Student/Youth (Individual only) - 0 - $6.00 Age 21 or less. 

No voting rights and cannot hold office.

Signed:                                                                                                       



Upcoming GAK Meetings
Board meetings, open to members—7 pm, Edelweiss Banquet Room
• 20 Feb, 20 Mar, 17 Apr, 15 May, 19 Jun, 17 July, 21 Aug, 18 Sep (Tentative), 16 Oct, 20 Nov, 18 Dec
Cultural, Education and Event (CEE) meetings—all 7 pm, Edelweiss Banquet Room
• 6 Feb, 6 Mar, 3 Apr

Upcoming GAK Events
• 15 Feb: Jägerfest Dinner: traditional German American Fare made with local wild game, fish and forest 

vegetables
• 7 Mar: 1st Friday of Lent Fish Fry and Polka Night: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun 

night of Dancing
• 28 & 29 Mar: Bockbier tasting and pairing dinner. A selection of German and Midwestern bock biers for 

tasting, paired with rich German dishes.
• 4 Apr: Fish Fry and Polka Night: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun night of Dancing
• 12 Apr: GAK Ladies Auxiliary Garage Sale
• 1–3 May: Indianapolis Frühlingsfest Weekend— Thur: Maibock-tapping; Fri: Walpurgisnacht; Sat: Maitag 
• 31 May: Südzfest: A celebration of South Side Brewing
• 4–6 Sep: Oktoberfest
• TBD: German variety Wein-tasting and pairing dinner
• TBD: Summer Schwenker Weekends on the Edelweiss Biergarten

Other Local Upcoming Events
• 1 Mar: Athenæum—Indianapolis Karneval, athenaeumindy.org/events/karneval/
• 1 Mar: Liederkranz—“Bock Bier Fest”
• 8 Mar: Liederkranz—Band Konzert
• 12 Apr: Liederkranz—Men’s Konzert
• 26 Jul: Heimath und Preussen Unterstützungsvereinen (H & P) HoPFest—German Park

Other Regional Events
• TBA Apr: Germania Society of Cincinnati—Volksmarch, germaniasociety.com/volksmarch/
• TBA Jun: Ft. Wayne's GermanFest, Ft. Wayne, germanfest.org/ 
• 18–19 Jul: Oldenburg Freudenfest, Oldenburg, www.freudenfest.com/ 
• 25–27 Jul: German Fest, Milwaukee, WI, germanfest.com/
• 31 Jul–3 Aug: Strassenfest, Jasper, jasperstrassenfest.org/
• TBA Aug: Germania Society of Cincinnati—Oktoberfest, germaniasociety.com/oktoberfest/
• TBA Oct: Germania Society of Cincinnati—Volksmarch, germaniasociety.com/volksmarch/
• TBA Nov: Germania Society of Cincinnati—Christkindlmarkt, germaniasociety.com/christkindlmarkt/ 
• 14-16 Nov: Ferdinand Christkindlmarkt, www.ferdinandchristkindlmarkt.com/

More Indy area German Activities at the German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis Calendar at: 
teamup.com/ks42kpasu339rxejg3

German American Klub Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 S Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46217
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