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Das Rundschreiben

  IndianpolisGAK.com  @TGAKIndy  @GAKIndianapolis 

For those who want 
something a bit different, we 
have Sprecher Root Bier on 
Tap

Biers on Tap

Warsteiner Dunkle

Warsteiner Pilsner

Weihenstephaner Hefeweissbier

Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Christmas Party
Sunday, December 7, 1:00–3:00 pm 
What better way to start the holidays than the 
Children's Christmas Party on Sunday, December 7!
Join us for an afternoon of music, delicious food, 
storytelling, cookie decorating and a visit from 
Santa Claus! Reservations are encouraged so we 

can make sure we have plenty of seating, food and goodies for the 
kids.
A salad or dessert is welcomed. To make reservations, please call 
Patty Johns via 317–445–3929 or pattyjohns1959@gmail.com. 
We will also be collecting food donations for Hunger Inc.: peanut 
butter & jelly, canned fruit, canned meats, sugar, salt/pepper and 
even dish detergent are a few of the items in need. 

Support the Klub at the 
Carmel Christkindlmarkt 
Visit the newly updated Kulturecke—
Museum exhibit featuring German 
Christmas traditions and German 
history in Indiana (Hut 19). Our own 
Travis Jerde was very involved with 
these updates.
Our Klub also is the primary operator 
for the 
• Hut #21 Kartoffelpuffer Küche 

(potato pancakes)
• Hut #26 Das Pretzel Haus
whose proceeds support various 
cultural actives of the Klub.
die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe will be 
performing at the Winter Pavilion on 20 
Dec: Carmel Christkindlmarkt—2:00–
2:45 pm

Upcoming 
Holiday Events 
at the Edelweiss!
Mark your calendar and 
make your reservations 
to join us for these 
upcoming holiday 
events at the Edelweiss: 
• Saturday, December 13: Edelweiss Annual Christmas Buffet! Cost 

is $20.95 per person with dinner service starting at 5:00 pm. 
• Wednesday, December 31: New Year’s Eve Buffet! Cost is $20.95 

per person with dinner service starting at 5:00 pm. 
The full menu will be available for both events. 
Reservations are required, please call: 317–888–6940. 

Edelweiss/German American Klub Holiday 
Hours
The Edelweiss will be closed December 24–27 for the Christmas 
holiday. We will reopen on Tuesday, December 30 at 5:00 pm for 
dinner service. The Edelweiss will also be closed New Year's Day, 
January 1, 2026. We will reopen on Friday, January 2 at 5:00 pm 
for dinner service.

Make your own Fröbelstern!
Tuesday, December 2 at 7:30 pm 
Klub member Ned Hummel will give a brief overview of the 
Froebel star, common Christmas decoration made of paper and 
lead a hands-on workshop in making the Fröbelstern.  
Reservations required to ensure there are plenty of materials 
available for all to make their own Fröbelstern.

Membership Due Increases
Effective 1 Jan 2026
After discussion the GAK Board voted to 
increase dues for 2026 Memberships:
Lifetime increases from $600 to $750
Active increases from $60 to $75
Senior increases from $30 to $40
Student increases from $6 to $10
Please note: If you renew or join prior to 
1 Jan 2026, you can renew or join at the 
old rate.



die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe
December has us at three Christkindlmarkt performances: December 6 at Brown County, December 13 at The 
Athenæum, and December 20 in Carmel. We will practice the first and third Wednesdays of December and will 
break afterwards, returning to our usual schedule in February.
We have welcomed four new members, with a fifth maybe joining soon. They have caught on so quickly that 
they are planning to participate in upcoming performances; truly great news for us.
Always room for new members so perhaps some of you might want to make “more dancing” one of your New 
Year's resolutions!
Our normal schedule is every Wednesday in GAK banquet room, 7:00 to 8:30 pm—except the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month.
For more information, please contact Marie Lawlor via mlawlor63@yahoo.com or 317–501–4814 or 
visit www.dieFledermauschenTanzgruppe.com

Updates from the Cultural, Education, and Events Committee
Are you Interested in helping grow Klub cultural events? Come join us at one of our Cultural, Education and 
Events (CEE) meetings, or contact Travis via tjjerde@iu.edu for more information.
Upcoming CEE organizations meetings—all 7:00 PM in the Edelweiss Banquet Room/Biergarten
• 4 Dec (tentative), 8 Jan (tentative), 5 Feb (tentative)
Upcoming Events
• 2 Dec: Fröbelstern, 7:30 pm—Klub member Ned Hummel will give an overview of the Froebel star, common 

Christmas decoration made of paer and lead a hands on activity in making the Fröbelstern
• 22 Jan: Traveling In Germany: Dos and Don’ts from a Native, 7:30 pm—Klub member and German teacher 

David Kuerbiss will give an overview about what to know when planning a trip to “Deutschland”—from 
booking your plane tickets to avoiding cultural pitfalls.

• 7 Feb: Jägerfest Dinner: Traditional German American Fare made with local wild game, fish and forest 
vegetables

• 12 Feb: Member Introduction / Orientation and History of our local German-American Organization and 
sites—CEE Chair Travis Jerde

• 27 Feb & 27 Mar: Friday Fish Fry and Polka Evening: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun 
night of Dancing

• 13–14 Mar: Starkbierzeit (Strong Bier Time) Dinner and Bockbier Tasting. A selection of German and 
Midwestern bock biers for tasting, paired with rich German dishes.

• 30 Apr–2 May 2026: Frühlingsfest: Indy’s Spring Festival

German Language Classes
Sprechen Sie Deutsch?
Our next session is scheduled to begin January 6 and run for 10 
weeks. 
Our classes are on Tuesdays, with the beginner class meets 
6:30–7:30 pm; the advanced class meets 7:30–8:30 pm. The 
advanced class will give students the opportunity to improve 
their speaking skills and dive deeper into some grammar topics. 
We are happy to welcome new learners in both classes! If you are 
not sure which class is best for you, feel free to email us and/or 
come to class to see which one works best for you!
Klub member David Kuerbiss leads our classes. David was born and raised in Germany and came to the US in 
2021. He joined the Klub in 2024 and has volunteered at Oktoberfest and participated in other Klub activities. 
He is excited to share his native language alongside German culture with the class. 
The cost of the class is $5.00 per person per class, payable at the end of each class.
Come early and have dinner with some of your classmates! We strongly encourage you to make a reservation 
to avoid delays in seating and/or ensure we are able to accommodate your party.



Indianapolis

German American Klub

Frühlingsfest
Our 10th Annual Frühlingsfest
Thursday, April 30–Saturday May 2, 2026
Frühlingsfests (spring fests) are a unique experience of German 
culture, and were brought to Indiana by our immigrant ancestors 
in the mid/late 1800s. They were very common in Indiana until 
WW1. In 2017, Your Klub resurrected this great tradition in 
Central Indiana, with our own brand of German-American spring 
flavor.
Tentative Program:
▪ Thursday—Spring German Dinner and Maibock Tapping
▪ Friday—Walpurgisnacht and The Dancing of the Witches
▪ Saturday—Maibaumaufstellen (raising of the Maypole) and 

Bandltanz (Ribbon Dance of the Maypole)
More details to be announced in early 2026.

Jägerfest Saturday, February 7, 2026
The German American Klub continues its popular winter tradition 
of Jägerfest featuring traditional German dishes prepared with 
wild game, root vegetables and decadent dessert table. Bar service 
available featuring local biers, bourbon and brandy flights.
Tentative Program
▪ 6:00 pm — Appetizers & Cocktails
▪ 6:45 pm — Speaker TBA
▪ 7:30 pm — Jägerfest Toast & Dinner

Limited Seating. Reservations Required. More details to be 
announced in early 2026.

Have a Special Event Coming Up In 2026?
We have already started booking events for 2026.
Book your special event at the German American Klub! 
The Klub is a great place for graduation parties, wedding receptions, 
anniversary parties and birthday parties. 

We handle set up, tear down, food and drink! All you need to do is show up and enjoy the day (and pay the 
bill)! 
The Edelweiss Restaurant, Beirgarten, and Banquet room can each be booked separately or together. 
Call 317–888–6940 to book your next event.

11th Annual Südzfest
16 May, 4–9 pm, German Park
A celebration of Southside Brewing. 
The German American Klub Indianapolis hosts live local classic 
rock and a great sampling of local Indy Southside Brews, with 
Traditional German Fare.
More details to be announced in early 2026.



German American Klub Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 S Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46217

The German American Klub Indianapolis is inclusive of, and encourages involvement from, all people in our 
community regardless of race, age, ethnicity, color, religion, gender identity, or sexual orientation.

Upcoming Klub Meetings
Board meetings, open to members—7 pm, Edelweiss Banquet Room / Biergarten
• 18 Dec, 15 Jan, 19 Feb, 19 Mar, 21 May, 18 Jun, 16 Jul, 20 Aug, 17 Sep, 16 Oct 19, Nov
• Annual Meeting: 18 April, 3 pm

Cultural, Education and Event (CEE) meetings—all 7 pm, Edelweiss Banquet Room / Biergarten
• 4 Dec (tentative), 8 Jan (tentative), 5 Feb (tentative)

Upcoming Klub Events
• 2 Dec: Fröbelstern, 7:30 pm—Klub member Ned Hummel will give an overview of the Froebel star, common 

Christmas decoration made of paer and lead a hands on activity in making the Fröbelstern
• 7 Dec: Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Christmas Party, 1–3 pm
• 22 Jan: Traveling In Germany: Dos and Don’ts from a Native, 7:30 pm—Klub member and German teacher 

David Kuerbiss will give an overview about what to know when planning a trip to “Deutschland”—from 
booking your plane tickets to avoiding cultural pitfalls.

• 7 Feb: Jägerfest Dinner: Traditional German American Fare made with local wild game, fish and forest 
vegetables

• 12 Feb: Member Introduction / Orientation and History of our local German-American Organization and 
sites—CEE Chair Travis Jerde

• 27 Feb: Friday Fish Fry and Polka Evening: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun night of 
Dancing

• 13–14 Mar: Starkbierzeit (Strong Bier Time) Dinner and Bockbier Tasting. A selection of German and 
Midwestern bock biers for tasting, paired with rich German dishes.

• 27 Mar: Friday Fish Fry and Polka Evening: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun night of 
Dancing

• 11 April: Ladies Auxiliary Garage Sale
• 30 Apr–2 May 2026: Frühlingsfest: Indy’s Spring Festival
• 16 May: Südzfest—A celebration of Southside Brewing, live music, Bier und Wein and traditional German 

Fare.
• 10–12 Sep 2026: Indianapolis Oktoberfest

Upcoming Edelweiss Friday Night Music
Reservations required
• 5 Dec:  Ben Justus 
• 12 Dec:  Steve Bogard 
• 19 Dec:  The Wilsons 
• 26 Dec:  Edelweiss Closed for Christmas 

Other Local Upcoming Events
• 7 Dec: Liederkranz—Weihnachtskonzert, 3pm and 6:30 pm
• 14 Dec: Liederkranz—Children's Chirstmas Party, 2-4pm

Other Regional Events
• 22 Nov–24 Dec: Carmel Christkindlmarkt, www.carmelchristkindlmarkt.com 
• 28 Nov–24 Dec: Berne Christkindlmarkt, www.bernechristkindlmarkt.com

More Indy area German Activities at the German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis Calendar at: 
teamup.com/ks42kpasu339rxejg3


