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For those who want 
something a bit different, we 
have Sprecher Root Bier on 
Tap

Biers on Tap

Warsteiner Dunkle

Warsteiner Pilsner

Weihenstephaner Hefeweissbier

Paulaner Pilsner

German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis 
Past and Present
Thursday, February 12 at 7:30 pm 
Klub VP of Cultural and Membership Affairs, Travis J. Jerde, Ph. D.
Join us in the Edelweiss Banquet Room for a presentation and 
discussion of our Klub and the wider German-American 
community of Indianapolis including the history of German Park, 
the Indianapolis Federation of German Societies, and how we all 
fit together to celebrate and build our unique heritage in our area.
We especially encourage all more recent members to attend to 
learn the workings of our Klub and the part you may play, but all 
members are encouraged to come for the discussion. 
Travis will discuss briefly the immigrants that came to our area, 
what they built when they got here, and how that evolved into 
who were are as societies today. He will then discuss what our 
Klub does, what we see our role as, and how you can be an 
integral part of it. This will be a partial reprise of the IGHS 
Stammtisch Presentation he gave in fall of 2021, but with more 
focus on our Klub and our current workings.
Reservations Required for Dinner in the Restaurant—please call 
317–888–6940 to reserve by Tuesday, 10 February for dinner
No reservation needed for the presentation.

Membership Due Increases
Effective 1 Jan 2026
After discussion the GAK Board voted to 
increase dues for 2026 Memberships:
Lifetime increases from $600 to $750
Active increases from $60 to $75
Senior increases from $30 to $40
Student increases from $6 to $10
Please note: If you renew or join prior to 
1 Jan 2026, you can renew or join at the 
old rate.

Upcoming Klub Events
The Klub has a very busy event schedule planned for 2026, please 
consider attending the next Cultural, Education, and Events 
Committee to learn more on how to help
Jägerfest Dinner and Program “Hunter’s Dinner”-SOLD OUT
• 7 Feb: Jägerfest Dinner: traditional German American Fare made 

with local wild game, fish and forest vegetables
Friday Fish Fry and Polka Evening
• 27 Feb and 27 Mar: Fry and Polka Night: Come enjoy a 

traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun night of Dancing
Starkbierzeit (Strong Bier Time) Dinner and Bockbier Tasting
• 13 & 14 Mar: Bockbier tasting and pairing dinner. A selection of 

German and Midwestern bock biers for tasting, paired with rich 
German dishes.

JägerfestGerman Teas Available
We now have available at the Edelweiss 
a selection of German Teas provided 
from a Klub member to provide an 
option other than just the standard 
common green or black teas.
Currently we have:

Teekanne: Chamomile, 
Ginger-Lemon, Blueberry, 
Wild Berry, Raspberry, 
Sweet Cherry, Fresh Orange 
and Elderflower; 

Onno Behrends: Green tea



die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe
die Fledermäuschen Tanzgruppe will be resuming dance practices in February following a much needed 
January break. We practice every Wednesday, except the second one, in the GAK ballroom from 7:00 to 8:30.
This would be a good time to welcome new members, especially since Marie has been busy preparing a LOT of 
dances that haven't been done for quite a while and in fact, have never been done by some of the current 
members! Stop by, check us out, and hopefully stay with us!
For more information, please contact Marie Lawlor via mlawlor63@yahoo.com or 317–501–4814 or 
visit www.dieFledermauschenTanzgruppe.com

Updates from the Cultural, Education, and Events Committee
Are you Interested in helping grow Klub cultural events? Come join us at one of our Cultural, Education and 
Events (CEE) meetings, or contact Travis via tjjerde@iu.edu for more information.
Upcoming CEE organizations meetings—all 7:00 PM in the Edelweiss Banquet Room/Biergarten
• 5 Feb (tentative)
Upcoming Events
• 7 Feb: Jägerfest Dinner: Traditional German American Fare made with local wild game, fish and forest 

vegetables—SOLD OUT
• 12 Feb: German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis Past and Present—Finding your place in our Klub and the 

greater Indianapolis German-American Community in the 2020s and beyonds—CEE Chair Travis Jerde
• 27 Feb & 27 Mar: Friday Fish Fry and Polka Evening: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun 

night of Dancing
• 13–14 Mar: Starkbierzeit (Strong Bier Time) Dinner and Bockbier Tasting. A selection of German and 

Midwestern bock biers for tasting, paired with rich German dishes.
• 30 Apr–2 May 2026: Frühlingsfest: Indy’s Spring Festival

German Language Classes
Sprechen Sie Deutsch?
Our next session began January 13 and will run for 10 weeks. 
Our classes are on Tuesdays, with the beginner class meets 
6:30–7:30 pm; the advanced class meets 7:30–8:30 pm. The 
advanced class will give students the opportunity to improve 
their speaking skills and dive deeper into some grammar topics. 
We are happy to welcome new learners in both classes! If you are 
not sure which class is best for you, feel free to email us and/or 
come to class to see which one works best for you!
Klub member David Kuerbiss leads our classes. David was born and raised in Germany and came to the US in 
2021. He joined the Klub in 2024 and has volunteered at Oktoberfest and participated in other Klub activities. 
He is excited to share his native language alongside German culture with the class. 
The cost of the class is $5.00 per person per class, payable at the end of each class.
Come early and have dinner with some of your classmates! We strongly encourage you to make a reservation 
to avoid delays in seating and/or ensure we are able to accommodate your party.



Indianapolis

German American Klub

Frühlingsfest
Our 9th Annual Frühlingsfest
Thursday, April 30–Saturday May 2, 2026
Frühlingsfests (spring fests) are a unique experience of German 
culture, and were brought to Indiana by our immigrant ancestors 
in the mid/late 1800s. They were very common in Indiana until 
WWI. In 2017, Your Klub resurrected this great tradition in Central 
Indiana, with our own brand of German-American spring flavor.
Tentative Program:
▪ Thursday—Spring German Dinner and Maibock Tapping
▪ Friday—Walpurgisnacht and The Dancing of the Witches
▪ Saturday—Maibaumaufstellen (raising of the Maypole) and 

Bandltanz (Ribbon Dance of the Maypole)
More details to be announced in early 2026.

Jägerfest Saturday, February 7, 2026—SOLD OUT
The German American Klub continues its popular winter tradition 
of Jägerfest featuring traditional German dishes prepared with 
wild game, root vegetables and decadent dessert table. Bar service 
available featuring local biers, bourbon and brandy flights.
Tentative Program
▪ 6:00 pm — Appetizers & Cocktails
▪ 6:45 pm — Owls of Indiana presented by Mark Booth

Take Flight! Wildlife Education
▪ 7:30 pm — Jägerfest Toast & Dinner

Have a Special Event Coming Up In 2026?
We have already started booking events for 2026.
Book your special event at the German American Klub! 
The Klub is a great place for graduation parties, wedding receptions, 
anniversary parties and birthday parties. 

We handle set up, tear down, food and drink! All you need to do is show up and enjoy the day (and pay the 
bill)! 
The Edelweiss Restaurant, Biergarten, and Banquet room can each be booked separately or together. 
Call 317–888–6940 to book your next event.

11th Annual Südzfest
16 May, 4–9 pm, German Park
A celebration of Southside Brewing. 
The German American Klub Indianapolis hosts live local classic 
rock and a great sampling of local Indy Southside Brews, with 
Traditional German Fare.
More details to be announced in early 2026.



German American Klub Indianapolis, Inc.
8602 S Meridian Street
Indianapolis, IN 46217

The German American Klub Indianapolis is inclusive of, and encourages involvement from, all people in our 
community regardless of race, age, ethnicity, color, religion, gender identity, or sexual orientation.

Upcoming Klub Meetings
Board meetings, open to members—7 pm, Edelweiss Banquet Room / Biergarten
Annual Meeting: 18 April, 3 pm
• 19 Feb, 19 Mar, 21 May, 18 Jun, 16 Jul, 20 Aug, 17 Sep, 16 Oct 19, Nov
Cultural, Education and Event (CEE) meetings—all 7 pm, Edelweiss Banquet Room / Biergarten
•  5 Feb, 5 Mar, 2 Apr, 7 May, 4 Jun, 2 Jul, 6 Aug, 3 Sep, 1 Oct, 5 Nov, 3 Dec (Dates subject to change)

Upcoming Klub Events
• 7 Feb: Jägerfest Dinner: Traditional German American Fare made with local wild game, fish and forest 

vegetables—SOLD OUT
• 12 Feb: Member Introduction / Orientation and History of our local German-American Organization and 

sites—CEE Chair Travis Jerde
• 27 Feb: Friday Fish Fry and Polka Evening: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun night of 

Dancing
• 13–14 Mar: Starkbierzeit (Strong Bier Time) Dinner and Bockbier Tasting. A selection of German and 

Midwestern bock biers for tasting, paired with rich German dishes.
• 27 Mar: Friday Fish Fry and Polka Evening: Come enjoy a traditional Midwestern Fish Fry and Fun night of 

Dancing
• 11 April: Ladies Auxiliary Garage Sale
• 30 Apr–2 May 2026: Frühlingsfest: Indy’s Spring Festival
• 16 May: Südzfest—A celebration of Southside Brewing, live music, Bier und Wein and traditional German 

Fare.
• 10–12 Sep 2026: Indianapolis Oktoberfest

Upcoming Edelweiss Friday Night Music
• February 6: Mark Stansbury 
• February 13: No Music 
• February 20: Steve Bogard 
• February 27: Fish Fry/Polka Night 

Upcoming Local Events
• 2026 Liederkranz Schedule has not been announced.
• 2026 Athenæum schedule has not been announced.

Upcoming Regional Events
• TBA: Germania Society of Cincinnati—Spring Volksmarch, https://germaniasociety.com/volksmarch/
• 11-14 Jun: Ft. Wayne's GermanFest, Ft. Wayne, https://germanfest.org/
• 17–18 Jul: Oldenburg Freudenfest, Oldenburg, https://www.freudenfest.com/
• 24–26 Jul: German Fest, Milwaukee, WI, https://germanfest.com/
• 30 Jul–2 Aug: Strassenfest, Jasper, https://jasperstrassenfest.org/ 
• TBA: Germania Society of Cincinnati—Oktoberfest, https://germaniasociety.com/oktoberfest/
More Indy area German Activities at the German Cultural Societies of Indianapolis Calendar at: 
teamup.com/ks42kpasu339rxejg3


